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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Wednesday 15th February at 7.00pm at Westwell Parish Hall
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Drury (Chair), Cllrs Bainbridge (Vice-Chair), Lister, Hutchinson, Butcher and Wyatt.
Miss N Ideson (Clerk)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Farrington, Bartlett and Richards due to prior commitments. These were accepted. 
  2.    Declarations of Interest.

Cllr Wyatt declared an other significant interest in item 9, this was noted.
3. Planning
3.1 Planning applications

3.1.1 PA/2022/3024 - 158 Sandyhurst Lane (amended plans)

 Proposed erection of a double garage

This planning application was previously discussed at the last council meeting held on the 10th January. Since then modified plans have been submitted by the applicant. The Council noted that the doors have changed but the footprint plans appeared unchanged as is the ridge height and orientation. Councillors’ main concerns are that the garage would be substantial and in front of the building line, and could block light to the neighbour.  After careful consideration, and understanding the applicants need for a garage the council resolved to object to the plans as presented in this application and they were considered to be in breach of planning policy SPG9 
Resolved


To object to the application and to submit comments containing the reasons above.
ACTION NI
3.1.2 PA/2022/3152 - Bridgewood Farm, Watery Lane

Erection of day room as an ancillary use to the existing Gypsy / Traveller site (Retrospective)

The council object to this application being described as a day room. This would be an additional permanent building on the site that has been allocated in the Local Plan and permitted as a pitch for one gypsy family containing one mobile home and one touring caravan

Resolved

To object to the retrospective planning application on the grounds that the building that has been added is not within the permission for the site and is incorrectly described as day room 
ACTION NI
3.1.3 PA/2023/0216 - 150, Sandyhurst Lane,
Single storey front, side and rear extensions
This extension includes using garage space. There will still be sufficient parking in front of the house for parking. The Council are pleased to see the extensions proposed are single storey. This property is remaining a bungalow which is in keeping with this part of Sandyhurst Lane.
Resolved

To raise no objection

ACTION NI
4. To consider quotes for the Grounds’ Maintenance contract 
The clerk has contacted 5 contractors and asked them to quote for the Grounds Maintenance requirements in Westwell. One quote has been received so far and one contractor has been eliminated due to service reputation and poor communication. A further site meeting has been arranged with another contractor for next week.
ACTION LF/NI
5. Alteration to council meeting days 
The Council have changed meeting days to fit better with other Hall users (Fitness on Mondays 

Players on Tuesdays). The parish council will now meet on Wednesday dates fitting with those needed by Graham Hutchinson for band practice evenings. The Council thanked Cllr Hutchinson for also being flexible. The meetings would to be moved to the following dates for the remainder of 2023, March 8th, May 17th, July 19th, September 13th, November 8th. These dates also fit with Ashford KALC meetings.  Dates for alternate month planning meetings if needed were also noted 
Resolved

To approve the new meeting day dates.
6. Ratification of urgent tree work 
The clerk contacted 3 contractors and asked them for their expert opinion on the precarious leaning cherry tree situated at the Churchyard.  2 reports from independent arboriculturists were received. Both reports agreed that the Cherry Tree is unstable and the likelihood of the tree coming down onto headstones and damaging the Grade I listed church wall was significant, concluding that the cherry tree has now been deemed to be a health and safety risk. One of the arboriculturists that produced a report is able to remove the tree at short notice. The Tree Officer at ABC has agreed to the felling as an emergency. Removal of arisings  was agreed – arrangements  TBC. 
Resolved
To approve the expenditure of £600 to Stirling Tree Care for the emergency removal of the cherry tree in the Churchyard. 

Action NI/LF/TL  
7. Elections 
Local council elections take place on the 4th May. Posters will be displayed in the notice boards and on the parish council facebook page advertising how to find out about standing to be a Councillor and the qualifying criteria. This is also a time to remind people to register to vote – either with a postal vote or in person – polling stations will this year be asking for photo ID.  
Action CD 
8. To consider a grant request for Sandyacres 
A request has been received to contribute towards the resurrection of the Sandyacres tennis courts.  This would enable Sandyacres to obtain further funding from the LTA and set up professional tennis coaching. It was proposed to contribute an amount of £100 on a promissory basis inviting residents of Sandyhurst lane to also contribute. The money would not be released until Boughton Aluph and Eastwell PC advise the Council that the project is going ahead. 
Resolved

It was approved to provisionally support the project with a promised contribution of £100.  BA&E PC to be advised        
Action NI
9. To consider KCC Highways proposed scheme at Tutt Hill 
Councillors are due to attend a virtual meeting with the Highways Officer initiating the project. An update will be discussed at the next Council meeting scheduled for the 8th March
Action TW/CD
10. Resolution to exclude the public 
That under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the press and public leave the meeting during item 11, namely, to consider the recommendations of the Staffing Committee.
Resolved

It was resolved to exclude the press and public

11. Report from the Staffing Committee
A report was received from the Staffing Committee. After the resignation was received from the current clerk, due to the Clerk finding more convenient work, a plan and advertisement to recruit a successor had been prepared by the staffing committee. This was discussed and agreed. The ad will be placed on the KALC Website and in the Westwell Eye and on Facebook, and circulated via the local KALC network . All councillors agreed they will be very sorry to lose the current Clerk 
Resolved               
To approve the report and proposals from the Staffing Committee.                                  Action   CB/CD 
12. Progress on Works to which the parish council is committed.
The flagpole will be paid for as soon as the requested invoice has been received by the clerk from the supplier. A delivery date can then be confirmed.

It will be arranged for Frank Dwyer Engineering to install the flagpole as planned.  Cllr Hutchinson will ensure Dwyer Engineering are fully briefed on the installation instructions.   The work quoted for stabilising the village sign on the Triangle will be done at the same time
Action NI/GH 

13. Items for next Parish Council meeting
13.1 – Bunting.
13.2  - HIP timing  
14. Date of next meeting 8th March 7pm.
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm
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