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Westwell Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council 
Held on Wednesday 3 June 2026 at 7pm, Westwell Village Hall, Westwell  

 
 

1. Open Forum 
No members of the public were present.  

2.    Present and apologies 
Present: Cllrs Bainbridge (chair) Drury (vice-chair), Richards, Bartlett, Wyatt, Ward. Clerk – Sonia 
Young.  
Apologies: Cllrs Lister, Hutchinson and Farrington. 

3. Declarations of Interest 
None 

4 4.1 Approval of the minutes of the AGM held on 6 May 2026 and matters arising. 
Resolved: 
That the minutes of the AGM of Westwell Parish Council held on 6 May 2026 be approved and 
confirmed as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Ward. Seconded: Cllr Richards All in agreement. Cllr Wyatt abstained as not present 
at the May meeting.  
Resolved: 
It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
4.2 Matters Arising 

No matters arising. 
 

Decision Items 
5   5.1 Planning applications received for comment  

 5.1.1 PA/2026/0821 -Agricultural Barn at The Parsonage, Watery Lane TN25 4JH 
Change of Use of an Existing Agricultural Barn to a Mixed Use consisting of Agricultural Use and 
B8 Storage and Distribution Use (Retrospective) 
WPC view: This proposal would regularise the planning status of this recent agricultural barn 
constructed under Class A agricultural permitted development confirmed by NOT/2022/2621. 
As this is a rural agricultural area and the Parsonage is a small agricultural unit and not a 
designated employment site for industrial use we request that if the B8 element of the mixed 
use is approved there should be no further expansion of B8 use and that no permitted 
development rights are given. Also, it was observed that the proposed change might therefore 
introduce some B8 building regulations to the 12’ storage racking described in the design and 
access statement.  

        Resolved  
It was proposed to make no objection to the application. 
Proposed: Cllr Drury. Seconded: Cllr Bainbridge.  All in agreement.  
Resolved. 
It was resolved to make no objection to the application. 
It was also proposed to undertake a site visit to better understand the use of site. 
Action: Cllr Drury to organise a site visit for self, plus Cllrs Bainbridge and Wyatt.  
5.1.2 PA/2026/0821 - Meliora, Westwell Lane, Ashford TN26 1JA     
Single-storey side and rear extension and two-storey rear extension with addition of window 
to first floor NE elevation following demolition of existing garage.  
WPC view: This is a large but proportionate extension to the existing house. If approved the 
two additional north-east side windows shown on the drawing for the first floor should be 
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required to have frosted glass to avoid overlooking adjacent properties. The house would 
increase from three to four bedrooms. Parking space is sufficient in front of the house and off 
the road to accommodate the extension. From the ‘as existing’ drawing WPC notes that the 
garage is already used as accommodation. The extension would not be out of keeping with 
other house extensions in this part of Westwell Lane, which has been a cul-de-sac since the 
M20 was built. The two-storey extension is to the rear of the property and, as the side 
extension respects the building line, the street scene will be minimally impacted by the 
proposal. WPC observes that the side extension replacing the existing garage would be 
constructed very close to the south-east boundary and therefore care will be needed to avoid 
nuisance to the neighbour at Meadwell during construction.    

        Resolved  
It was proposed to raise no objection – comment only 
Proposed: Cllr Drury. Seconded: Cllr Ward. All in agreement.  
Resolved. 
It was resolved to raise no objection to the application. 

5.2 Update on Planning Matters in progress 

5.2.1 PA 2026/0029 Sandbar Business Park, Maidstone Road, TN26 1AR Construction of an 

entrance security lodge (part retrospective)   
This application has now been approved, with an amended drawing for the elevations which 
now include the specification WPC asked for: that the walls should match the colour treatment 
of the warehouse walls (i.e., anthracite grey or equivalent). At the Sandbar liaison meeting on 
18 May it was noted that while the colour would be the same the cladding profile, the size 
would be different to suit the smaller scale and form of the building. Given this outcome no 
further planning comment from WPC is needed. The officer’s report also noted that the stone 
gabion wall was approved as a required feature under the original planning permission – this 
answered the additional query raised in WPC’s objection comment. 

5.2.2 PA/2026/0167 – Greenlands, Watery Lane, TN25 4JJ Double bay garage with office 
space to first floor, removal of front hedge and erection of wall to boundary line following 
demolition of existing single garage.  
The first stage of decision making was to approve the double bay standalone garage, but not 
the removal of the hedge. The resident of the property then contacted WPC to discuss the 
hedge and his preference for a wall. The Chairman had an onsite meeting to explain WPC’s 
view and discuss solutions. A revised plan has now been approved for a wall inside the current 
hedge line, with a new hedge planted in the same location as the existing hedge to grow to the 
same height as the existing hedge. This means that although the existing hedge will be 
removed and the road scene will look different for a few years the replacement hedge will 
restore the rural road appearance once it is established.  
5.2.3 Enforcement  
Watery Lane traveller site additional caravans. 
WPC is in contact with ABC enforcement who have advised that an investigation is underway 
and that they will be undertaking a further site visit shortly.  
5.2.4 Heather Cottage. ABC Enforcement has confirmed that the ABC land management team 
planted the trees on land opposite the cottage.  
5.2.5 Ashford Local Plan 2042 
It is believed that the expected consultation during the summer months will now be delayed.  

6.1   Risk Register - proposal to review and approve (Document circulated in advance of the 
meeting to all Cllrs) 
6.1.WPC resolved to approve the Risk Register as circulated. 
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Ward. All in agreement. 
Resolved. WPC approved the Risk Register as noted. 
Action: Clerk to upload the updated document to the WPC website 
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7.       7.1 Financial Report  
       7.1.1 Approval of payments for June in accordance with the budget  
       WPC main account 

Expenditure to approve 
for June 2026 

 Method £ 

Salary payment June  Clerk BACS 946.40 

Tax and NI HMRC BACS 251.60 

Mowing inv 5612 All Seasons 
Gardening Services 

BACS 678.60 

Clerk expenses   Reimburse Clerk  BACS 153.12 

Westwell Eye- In-design 
monthly fee  

Reimburse C 
Thorneloe estate 

BACS         21.98 

Total   £2,085.60 

 

Income    

Total    £00.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31 May 2026: £20, 948.73 less unpresented cheques as follows: 

    

Actual balance = £20, 948.73 as at 31 May 2026 
WPC deposit account 

Expenditure 
  
  

  £ 

Total   £00.00 

 

Income    

11 May Interest  BACS 17.46 

Total   £17.46 
Bank Reconciliation Balance £39, 849.76 as at 31 May 2026 less un-presented cheques as 
follows: 

    

Actual balance: £39, 849.76 as at 31 May 2026 

General reserve 13,773.57 

Grant  2, 279 

HiP 7,859.42 

Deposit  15,937.77 

                      *Interest added to the General Reserve 
                     WPC No 2 Account  

Expenditure   Cheque No £ 

Total    £00.00 

 

Income    

Total    £00.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 31 May 2026. Actual balance = £3.44 at 31 May 2026. 
Resolved 
7.1.1 WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the 
budget. 
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Drury. All in agreement. 
Resolved. WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance with  
the budget.  
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7.1.2 Ratification of the decision taken by email to approve the purchase from the WPC Special 
Reserve of a storage container for the village hall (decision to purchase approved by WPC at the 
6 May AGM. 
Resolved. 
WPC resolved to ratify the spend as agreed by email.  
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement. 
Resolved. WPC ratified the decision taken by email. 

7.2 Annual Governance Statement 2025-2026 
7.2.1 Approval of the Annual Governance Statement (page 4 of the AGAR) 
Resolved.  
WPC resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement as read. 
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement. 
Resolved 
The Annual Governance Statement was approved.  
7.2.2 Approval of the Accounting Statement for the year 2025-2026 (page 5 of the AGAR). 
Resolved 
WPC resolved to approve the Accounting Statement for the year 2025-2026 
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Drury. All in agreement. 
Resolved 
The Annual Accounting Statement was approved. 
7.2.3 Confirmation of the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights - accounts for the year ended 
31st March 2026 
The clerk confirmed that the Annoucement will be made on 22 June - one day prior to the 30-
day Exercise of Public Rights commencing on 23 June 2026 and ending 3 August.  

Information items 
8.   8.1 Correspondence 

8.1.1 Correspondence from a resident re tree management adjacent to the village hall.  
WPC tree wardens Cllrs Richards and Farrington examined the tree and undergrowth 
referenced. The agreed that the ivy and undergrowth/hedging needed a cut back. Cllr 
Farrington will organise this. The beech tree was crown lifted two years ago, and both Cllrs 
agreed that there was no overhang across the resident’s boundary but will review this again in 
the autumn and trim back any branches that have grown during the season. Cllr agreed with 
the proposed actions.  
Action: The Chair to write to the resident to advise that Cllrs will be in touch about a meeting.  
8.1.2 Resident query re boundary of ABC Local Plan 2042 
At the Annual Parish Meeting residents raised an issue about a reply to a letter they sent to 
Kate Lam MP about land put forward for the Local Plan 2042 and near to their property. The 
MP replied to their letter by stating that the land in question was not in her Ward and as such, 
not an issue that she could look into for them. They said she was incorrect. 
Action: Cllr Drury to investigate the land boundaries of the land in question and report back to 
WPC and the residents.  

9.     9.1 KALC Report 
Cllr Bartlett said KALC advised at its recent meeting that ACRE is unlikely to survive, as their call 
out to parishes for financial support via crowdfunding had not drawn a big enough response.  
He also said that Kent Police have said that they can no longer provide parishes with crime 
statistics. 

10.    10.1 Highways 
10.1.1 Potters Corner safety improvements 
Cllr Drury said that at the recent Kent Joint Transport Board meeting, the Potters Corner 
junction safety improvement plan was discussed. She said that it appeared that the 
improvements might be funded as a transport safety scheme because the plans were 
specifically designed to reduce the level of fatalities and casualties at the junction.  
Action: Cllr Drury to circulate a note from the meeting to all Cllrs.  
Action: Cllr Bainbridge to contact East Kent Highways’ HiP manage Fiona Wiles to find out if a 
consultation on the proposed plans will take place – and when.  
10.1.2 Hedge – Gold Hill 
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Cllr Bainbridge has been liaising with the property owner to work on a solution for cutting back 
the hedge that is overhanging the highway and causing an obstruction. He said a solution had 
been agreed and that the work to cut back the overhang will happen soon. 

11.    11.1 Village Hall Management Committee 
Cllr Farrington circulated a report in advance of the meeting to all Cllrs. Report taken as read.   

12.    12.1 Parish Priority Projects  
 The Clerk has updated the list and circulated it to all Cllrs. Cllrs noted the recent 
correspondence sent by ABC about Rural and Community Housing Enabling (RACE) and said it 
was very helpful in indicating what they do, and how they work and what evidence WPC will 
need to gather to work towards the creation of a few compact single-storey houses built for 
the exclusive use of elderly Parish residents so that they can continue to live within their local 

community. It will be further discussed at the July meeting. 
13.   13.1 Westwell Eye   

 Chair Cllr Bainbridge said WPC and parishioners owed a huge debt of gratitude to Westwell 
Eye editor Carolyn Thorneloe who passed away very suddenly at the beginning of June.  He 
said her commitment and dedication to the production of the Eye had been much valued and 
that, as a former resident, she would be very much missed. 
He said that a resident had already come forwards with an offer to take on the editorship, but 
as it was very early days, this has not yet been confirmed 100%. Cllr Bainbridge will update at 
the next meeting and in the interim, Cllr Drury will write to Carolyn’s family about granting 
access to her Westwell Eye files so her amazing work can be continued. It is hoped that the July 
issue will be produced and that the transition will be as quick and efficient as possible for the 
new editor, with some IT support that Cllrs agreed will need to be paid.  

14.   14.1 Community Resilience Plan 
At the recent Annual Parish Meeting when a renewed call out was made for volunteers to 
come forwards to assist in an emergency, a resident raised the issue of how volunteers are 
protected for public liability if a claim should made against them (for negligence – for 
example). 
It was agreed that Cllr Ward would raise this with ABC to see what they know about this, and 
report back at the next meeting. The Clerk will also enquire via WPC’s insurance brokers. 

15.   15.1 Additional Items 
15.1.1 Renewal of the Asset of Community Value (ACV) on The Wheel Inn 
The Clerk advised that the submission by WPC to renew the ACV has been returned by ABC’s 
legal team as the title maps were not current. 
Action: Cllr Drury will write / enquire with the Land Registry as the new title documents do not 
appear online and it may be that they have not yet been registered. 
Update at the next meeting.  
15.1.2 Kent Landscape Consultation.  
Cllr Bartlett said that the Sandy Lane Residents Association (SLRA) plans to submit comment to 
the consultation and will share that with WPC.  
 

The meeting closed at 21. 42hrs. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1 July 2026. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman’s Signature………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 


