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Westwell Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Wednesday 4 September 2024 at 7pm, Westwell Parish Hall

1. Open Forum - discussion of proposed WPC comment on sites submitted for the ABC Local Plan
2042
Over 30 members of the public were present to listen to WPC proposed comments on sites
submitted for the ABC Local Plan presented by chair Clir Drury.

2. Present and apologies
Present: Clirs Drury, Bainbridge, Hutchinson, Bartlett Farrington, Lister, and Wyatt. Clerk — Sonia
Young
Apologies: ClIr Richards

3. Declarations of Interest
All those Clirs living close to sites submitted under the call for sites for the 2042 Local Plan. No Clirs
have pecuniary interests to declare.

4. Proposal to accept the resignation of WPC chair Clir Drury which was sent in advance of the
meeting to the Clerk on Wednesday 28 August and then forwarded to all Clirs.
Proposed: ClIr Bartlett. Seconded: CllIr Farrington. All in agreement.
Resolved:
To accept the resignation of Clir Drury as chair of Westwell Parish Council.
Clirs thanked CllIr Drury for all her efforts, dedication and leadership during her thirteen years as
chair of Westwell Parish Council.

5. Proposal to elect Clir Bainbridge as chair of WPC
No other nominations for the role were received by the Clerk.
Proposed: ClIr Drury. Seconded: ClIr Farrington. All in agreement.
Resolved:
Clir Bainbridge was duly elected as chair of WPC.

6. Proposal to elect Clir Drury as vice-chair of Westwell Parish Council
No other nominations for the role were received by the Clerk.
Proposed: Clir Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Farrington. All in agreement.
Resolved:
Clir Drury was duly elected as vice-chair of WPC.
7. 7.1. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 7 August 2024 and matters arising

Resolved:
That the minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 7 August 2024 be approved
and confirmed as a true record.
Proposed: Clir Hutchinson. Seconded: Clir Drury. All in agreement. ClIr Bartlett abstained as not
present at the 7 August meeting.
Resolved:
It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting.
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Decision Items
8. 8.1 Planning Applications received for comment
8.1.1 PA/2024/1487 -1, Downs View Cottage, Westwell
Installation of solar panels.
This application was unvalidated by ABC and as such, no discussion or comment was
required.
8.2 Other planning matters

8.2.1 Update on works at Sandbar Business Park
It was agreed that it would be helpful to establish a discussion group of interested
parties to maintain positive communication links with the contractors, developer, ABC
and neighbours impacted by the works.
Action: ClIrs Bainbridge and Drury
8.2.2 Elvey Cottage Enforcement Notice
The enforcement notice has been issued which triggers the next legal stages. The
owner has until 26 September 2024 to lodge an appeal. The matter now rests with ABC
legal department. No action is needed from WPC or Westwell residents.
8.2.3 Local Plan 2042
Notes from the 7 August forum were taken into the comments proposed by WPC for
each site put forward for development in the ABC Local Plan 2042. The constraints of
each site have been identified and a range of other topics brought into the
submissions. The proposed comments were circulated to Clirs in advance of the
meeting.
Action: Clir Drury to upload the approved comments onto the ABC 2042 portal ahead
of the 16 September deadline. Clirs Bainbridge and Wyatt to circulate the bullet points
via Westwell Events and the Westwell Facebook page.

9. 9.1 Cemetery
9.1.2 Update on the integrated scanning map
Cllrs Drury and Wyatt said that some more work was needed to bring the existing and
new maps together into one useful master document.
Action: Clerk to diarise a meeting.
9.2.2 Other cemetery matters
ClIr Richards is securing quotes for picket fencing to replace the box hedging next to
the ashes plots.

10. 10.1 Financial Report
10.1.1 Approval of payments in accordance with the budget (circulated in advance of
the meeting)
WPC main account

Expenditure to Cheque No £

approve for

September 2024

Salary payment May | Clerk BACS 778.43

Tax & NI HMRC BACS 194.80

Mowing inv 4827 All Seasons Gardening BACS 632.94

Services

Clerk expenses Aug- | Clerk 31.20

sept

Total £1637.37
Income

Donation FSG Agri BACS 200.00

Cemetery Deed of Grant KS BACS 500.00

Cemetery Deed of Grant x 2 JG BACS 50.00

Cemetery Deed of Grant x 2 JG BACS 950.00

Grant —outdoor gym equip | ABC BACS 5905.00

Total £7605.00
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Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31% August 2024: £17, 955.48 less unpresented cheques as

follows:

Actual balance = £17, 955.48 as at 31t August 2024

WPC deposit account
Expenditure £
Total
Income
9 August Interest BACS 47.08
Total £47.08

Bank Reconciliation Balance £47,644.83 at 31° August 2024 Less un-presented cheques as

follows:

Actual balance: £47, 644.83 as at 31° August 2024

General reserve 21,568.64
Grant 2,279
HiP 7,859.42
Deposit 15,937.77
WPC No 2 Account
Expenditure Cheque No £
Total £00.00
Income
Total £00.00
Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 31t August 2024. Actual balance = £3.44 at 31 August
2024
Resolved
WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with
the budget.

Proposed: CliIr Lister Seconded: Clir Hutchison. All in agreement.

WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance with
the budget.

10.1.2 Review of year and spend to date

The clerk circulated the excel sheets in advance of the meeting to show that spend vs
budget was on track.

10.2 Other finance matters
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10.2.1 Match funding to install outdoor adult gym equipment.

Clir Farrington and the clerk met with the contractors Caloo on site and advised that
they were happy with the proposed positioning of the new equipment, and that the
small amount of spoil created when the existing spider climbing frame is taken out,
could be evenly disbursed to level out some of the existing surface dips on the
recreation area as well as in front of the goals where the surfaces are worn. They also
asked Caloo to provide an estimate should works create any rutting to the existing
surfaces to make them good. Caloo was also asked to install bird prevention spikes to
the top of the new swings to prevent bird droppings falling onto the swings.

It was confirmed — as per the decision taken at the 7 August meeting - to use monies
from the WPC general reserve to match fund the successful grant application which
secured 50% of the cost of the new equipment. Clir Dury — via the clerk — will also
write to borough councillor Larry Kause to try and secure a borough councillor’s
members’ grant of up to £500 towards the expected cost.
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Action: The clerk to circulate the revised estimate from Caloo for approval by Clirs via
email so that the order can be placed and works conducted ahead of bad winter
weather. Any decision taken to be ratified at the next full council meeting.

10.2.2 Report on the finances of the Westwell Eye

On behalf of the Westwell Eye Working Group, Clir Bainbridge circulated a report to all
Cllrs in advance of the meeting. The report recommended that WPC underwrite the
costs of publishing the Westwell Eye at times when the advertising revenue could not
fully cover all print, paper and distribution costs. It was also suggested that a defined
budget should be created for this expenditure in the 2024-2025 financial year.
Resolved

It was proposed to accept the recommendations of the report.

Proposed: ClIr Lister. Seconded: Clir Wyatt. All in agreement.

WPC resolved to accept all recommendations contained in the report.

Information items
11. 11.1 Correspondence
None for comment.
12. 12.1 KALC
ClIr Drury said that at the recent meeting of the Joint Transport Board (JTB) it had been advised
that the authorities were trying to look at locations much nearer to Dover to utilise for
Operation Brock as it was clear that the disruption caused across East Kent and along the A20
corridor, every time Operation Brock was implemented, could not continue. She said that KALC
was also running very efficiently under its new chair.
13. 13.1 Highways
ClIr Lister said he was still chasing Kent Highways to address the issues of surface water and
drainage near to Ripple Court and will try again to organise a site meeting with the East Kent
highways steward to look at the range of issues impacting on the highways in the parish.
Action: ClIr Lister
14. 14.1 Playground
14.1.1 Annual ROSPA report — playground inspection.
The report contained no ‘red’ emergency issues for WPC to address. However, Clir
Farrington did highlight that the side panel on the seesaw required urgent repair.
Action: ClIr Hutchinson volunteered to have a look and make the repairs necessary to
follow health and safety.
Cllr Farrington also advised that one of the picnic tables needed to be removed as one
leg was cracked and liable to collapse. It was agreed that it should be removed as a
priority and that WPC should look to replace the picnic tables year by year and budget
for replacements.
An updated health and safety checklist was also supplied by ROSPA.
Action: The clerk to send the checklist to Martin Graham to replace the existing weekly
health and safety report form.
14.2. Installation of Adult Gym Equipment
See Item 10.1.2.
15. 15.1 Village Hall Management Committee
Clr Farrington was congratulated on her new role as chair of the Village Hall Management
Committee.
16. 16.1 Management of the trees on Gold Hill
Clir Drury said that all parties involved were now ready to have a meeting to confirm the final
details of the work need. The date for the meeting has not yet been set.
17. 17.1 Co-option of a Clir to WPC
The clerk said applications had been received and circulated to all Clirs. It was agreed that an
article to promote further awareness and applications for the vacancy would merit further
inclusion in the next issue of Westwell Eye.
Action: ClIr Bainbridge.
The closing date for applications is Friday 4 October.
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18. 18.1 Westwell Fete review
Chair CllIr Bainbridge thanked Clir Drury and all of those involved in the planning, set-up,
organisation and delivery of the fete. He said that the inclement weather meant that the whole
set-up had to be done in a day, but that there had a great turnout and support from residents,
and approximately £2, 742 has been raised.
Cllr Drury said that the final audit of the accounts had yet to take place but that the final
audited amount would be reported at the next meeting. The monies raised will be split: 45% St
Mary’s Church, 45% Westwell Parish Hall and 10% KSS Air Ambulance charity.
A group of six volunteers has already come forward to organise the 2025 fete.

19. 19.1 Additional items
WPC Staffing Committee. Following the resignation of Ron Butcher as a ClIr in July, the staffing
committee needed one more Cllr to bring it to full strength; Cllr Hutchinson volunteered to sit
on the Committee.
Housing issue. Cllr Hutchinson reported that there had been an ongoing issue with a resident
in Downsview, but that ABC Housing were aware.

The meeting closed at 21.35hrs. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2 October.
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