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STWELL P

Westwell Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Wednesday 10 July 2024 at 7pm, Westwell Parish Hall

Open Forum
Two members of the public were present.

Present and apologies

Present: Cllrs Drury, Bainbridge, Hutchinson, Bartlett, Farrington, Lister, Butcher, and Wyatt. Clerk —
Sonia Young

Apologies: ClIr Richards

. Declarations of Interest

All those Clirs living close to sites submitted under the call for sites for the 2041 Local Plan. No Clirs
have pecuniary interests to declare.

4.1 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 5 June 2024 and matters arising.

5.1.

Resolved:

That the minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 5 June 2024 be approved
and confirmed as a true record.

Proposed: Clir Wyatt Seconded: Clir Bainbridge. All in agreement.

Resolved. It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting.

4.1.1 WPC is waiting on a diagram from Dwyer Engineering to show where the hammerhead
turn will be built before it can approve the estimate submitted for the works on the access
road to St Mary’s and the modification of the existing French drain on the parish hall access
road.

Action: ClIr Bainbridge to follow up with Dwyer Engineering.

Planning applications received for comment.

5.1.1 PA/2024/1059 - Louchar, 59 Sandyhurst Lane TN25 4NU

Demolition of existing conservatory and construction of a two-storey rear extension.

This proposal will not change the road frontage elevation of the property. The south side
elevation will have double the wall area, but with no windows facing the neighbouring
property at 57. No 57 is set further back into the plot so the massing of the extension at no 59
is unlikely to cause loss of light or amenity. The property to the north (no 61) could be more
affected, but this risk is mitigated by the extension build line being set well in from the
boundary. The upper windows on that side — for the new bathroom and bedroom should be
obscured glass to avoid overlooking into the garden of no 61. The rear of the house

overlooks its own garden and agricultural land beyond. The extension would upgrade and
enlarge the house from three rooms with one bathroom to four bedrooms with three
bathrooms of which two would be ensuite. The house has ample parking inside the front
curtilage of the property. Although the parish council regrets the loss of smaller more
affordable properties in this area as properties are enlarged, the proposal is entirely consistent
with other extensions in this part of Sandyhurst Lane and would use the same materials and
finishes as the existing house.

It was proposed to support the application.
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Proposed: Clir Bartlett. Seconded: Clir Butcher. All in agreement.

It was resolved to support the application.

5.2 Other planning matters

PA/2024/1175 and 1189 The Downings, Westwell TN25 4LQ

Single-storey side extension following the demolition of the existing conservatory and w.c.

This application was received too late to be listed on the meeting agenda. WPC resolved to

review the application via email in order to meet the deadline for comment on 25 July and to

ratify its decision at the WPC meeting on 7 August.

Resolved

It was proposed to consider the application via email and to ratify the decision at the 7

August meeting.

Proposed: Clir Drury. Seconded: Clir Lister. All in agreement.

5.2.1 Update on works at Sandbar Business Park

Solid hoarding has been erected at the front of the site. The contractors say the owner is

implementing the approved application for an office, a storage building, open storage and

parking areas. As Apta sold up and had moved to Yorkshire, WPC raised questions with ABC. In

a reply, the ABC enforcement officer confirmed that the works had been started after the

original permissions were given by ABC and, as such, were viewed by ABC as a continuation of

the original approved works.

Clir Drury confirmed that:

e HS1 access arrangements across the site had yet to be confirmed. That access would be an
issue was revealed when a recent application by the new owners was submitted (but then
subsequently withdrawn).

e  Permission was granted for the original application by Apta Pots as a rural exception site
for use by a local company. Occupation by Apta pots as a condition was removed to help
obtain finance for the build; As the site had since changed hands, and the current owners
were not a local company, this raised uncertainty and questions about the works currently
taking place at the site.

It was agreed that clarification was needed on the final intended use for the site once the
current works are completed. The original permission granted was to create an area for
long term outdoor storage of pots on pallets accessed by forklift trucks without bleepers
to protect the tranquil environment needed for the business next door, and for warehouse
building for assembling customer orders to garden centres with adjoining offices: an
operational building for order trucks and to create offices and storage. The most recent
application (withdrawn) had been submitted would have changed the operation to be the
transport base for an international transport businesss with more HGV movements and
24-hour operations.

Action: The clerk will contact the owners of the adjacent business at Lake House to
organise a face-to-face meeting with Clirs Drury and Bainbridge.

5.2.2 Update on current applications and appeals

5.2.2.1 PA/2024/0865 — 158 Sandyhurst Lane.

Decision by ABC pending.

5.2.2.2 AP-90641 against refused permission for three sustainable dwellings (PA/2023/0283).

The appeal has been dismissed. The decision notice was issued on 4 July and posted on the

ABC portal on 5 July. The two main reasons given were unsustainable development in the

countryside (sustainability resting primarily on transport and car dependency) and conflict with

policies in the current Local Plan SP1 and SP2, and HOUS. These policies direct development to
larger settlements and not countryside. There were many other arguments in the case but
these carried less weight.

5.2.2.3 Elvey Cottage Enforcement 20/1580

No update from ABC.

Action: Clerk to write to the ABC enforcement team copying in Borough ClIr Larry Krause, and

ABC Head of Planning Simon Cole, to secure confirmation that negotiations with the owner are

continuing and as such, that the enforcement notice will remain a live legal issue and not run

out of time on 5 August.

Parish Council Minutes 10 July 2024 Initial............
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5.2.3 ABC call for sites for he Local Plan 2042 — update

The community engagement events have been announced. These will be drop-in sessions and
the feedback form (the questions) will be published on 16 July. The published Q & A leaflet
indicates the criteria on which sites will be assessed and include: sustainability appraisal; how
developing the site would affect environment; economy and community; strategic
environmental assessment.

The nearest community engagement dates to Westwell are 12 August at Sandyacres Sports
and Social Club 2-8pm and 8 August at Charing Church Barn 2pm-8pm. However, Westwellians
can attend any of the drop-in sessions — there is no need to register. There are also two virtual
sessions via Microsoft Teams on 28 August 6-8pm and again 5 September 6-8pm.

Clirs will post the leaflet on noticeboards and on Westwell Events and Facebook page.

Cllrs agreed to sign off on comments for each site at its August meeting.

6. 6.1 Cemetery
6.1.1 Update on the integrated scanning map
The clerk will update Clirs at the August meeting.
6.2.1 Other cemetery matters
6.2.2 To approve a memorial application for Gladys Riddell.
Approval proposed: Clir Wyatt Seconded: Clir Bainbridge All in agreement.
6.2.3 Replacement of the box hedging with yew to delineate the area for ashes.
Action: ClIr Richards to sources quotes for yew plants to replace the infested box in the autumn.
6.2.4 Reports of vehicular traffic to the cemetery late hours 10-11pm
It was agreed, if needed, to authorise a neighbour to switch their CCTV to monitor WPC land and
capture evidence of said activity.
6.2.5 Cemetery health and safety checks
Action: clerk to draft a checklist for approval. No new issues reported. The Horne memorial is
leaning but currently stable. There are no new rabbit holes evident .
6.2.6 Overgrown vegetation
Clir Drury has pruned an overgrown shrub in plot number 297 (C Lambeth).
6.2.7 ClIr Drury confirmed a section of walkable path outside the south side edge of graves and
plots has been cleared. More clearing is needed along the side to re-establish the walkway but
the work must include removing all arisings — work in progress.

7. Financial Report
7.1.1 Approval of payments in accordance with the budget (circulated in advance of the

meeting)

WPC main account

Expenditure to Method £
approve for July
2024

Salary payment | The Clerk BACS pending
July

Tax & NI HMRC BACS pending

Mowing inv All Seasons Gardening Services BACS 632.94
4737

Fifty percent M A Brice & Sons BACS 516.64
contribution to
annual village
hall insurance

Cemetery water | Reimburse J Kydd 17.60

Total £1,167.18

Income

Burial fee County Funerals BACS 150.00

Parish Council Minutes 10 July 2024 Initial............
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Memorial Cleverly Ltd BACS 150.00
approval fee
Total £300.00
Bank Reconciliation Balance at 30June 2024 = £14,072.94 less unpresented cheques as
follows
Actual balance = £14, 072.94 s at 30 June 2024
WPC deposit account
Expenditure £
Total
Income
10 June Interest BACS 51.29
17 June Internal transfer 2,500
Total £2551.29
Bank Reconciliation Balance £47,549.17 at 30 June 2024 Less un-presented cheques as
follows:
Actual balance = £47, 549.17 as at 30 June 2024
General reserve 21,472.98
Grant £2,279
HiP 7,859.42
Deposit £15,937.77
WPC No 2 Account
Expenditure £00.00
Income
Total £00.00

Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 30 June 2024

Actual balance = £3.44 at 30 June 2024

Resolved

WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the
budget subject to confirmation of the clerk’s salary and the HMRC payment and to ratify
those at the August meeting.

Proposed: Clir Lister. Seconded: ClIr Farrington. All in agreement.

WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance with the

budget.

The clerk confirmed the quarterly verification of WPC accounts by Clir Lister will take place in

September.

8.1 Resolution to exclude the public.
It was proposed Under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960
that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the Public and Press
leave the meeting during the discussion on Agenda Item 9 namely to discuss staffing matters.

Resolved

Proposal to exclude the press and public and hold a Closed Session.
Proposed: Clir Drury. Seconded: Clir Bainbridge. All in agreement.

It was resolved to exclude the press and the public. At 19.58pm two members of the public
and the Clerk left the meeting.

9.1 Report from the Staffing Committee
9.2 Proposal to end the closed session.

Resolved.

It was proposed to allow the public and press to rejoin the meeting.
Proposed: Clir Drury. Seconded: Clir Bainbridge. All in agreement.
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Resolved. At 20.10 the meeting reopened to the Press and the Public. Two members of the
public and the Clerk rejoined the meeting.

The staffing committee confirmed that its recommendation to the council had been approved.
10.1 Proposal to accept the resignation by retirement of Clir Ron Butcher

Resolved

It was proposed to accept the resignation by retirement of Clir Ron Butcher as submitted to
chair Clir Drury by email on 9 July.

Proposed: Clir Hutchinson. Seconded: Clir Lister. All in agreement.

Resolved. The resignation by retirement of Cllr Ron Butcher was accepted.

Action: Clerk to notify of Ashford Borough Serves Electoral services of the retirement and the
vacancy for a co-opted Clir on Westwell Parish Council.

Clir Wyatt formally thanked Ron Butcher. She said he had been a highly active and attentive
Cllr across many years of service and made an enormous contribution to the community of
Westwell, not least assisting with the delivery of multiple projects and applications for funds.
She said his wise counsel would be missed and that every Cllr needed a ‘Ron’ by their side.

Information Items

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

11.1 Correspondence

An update will be included into Westwell Eye about waste and recycling services.

12.1 KALC

An update will be provided after the next KALC Ashford area meeting at the August WPC
meeting.

Action: CliIrs Drury and Bartlett.

13.1 Highways

A report on HiPs will be included on the September meeting agenda.

ClIr Lister reported that the ‘triangle’ needed to be reshaped to fit the nature of modern
vehicles. The ditch on Watery Lane has not been sorted.

Action: ClIr Lister to request a site meeting with highways steward Thomas Anderson to run
through all Westwell’s urgent repairs and issues.

Village Hall Management Committee

The next committee meeting is 15 July. Cllr Bainbridge will report at the August meeting.
Management of trees on Gold Bank — update

An update will be given at the August meeting.

Westwell Eye

Clirs Wyatt and Bainbridge have a meeting scheduled and will report at the August meeting.
Additional items and date of next meeting

Drainage at Coach House Corner is a concern for residents and will be raised at the meeting
with highways steward Thomas Anderson.

Clir Bartlett asked the Clerk if there was any news on the two grant applications submitted to
ABC — the first for funds to put solar panelling on the village hall and the second to install adult
gym equipment in the area currently occupied by the climbing tower.

The clerk said there was no news on them.

The meeting closed at 20.21hrs. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7 August
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