STWELL P,

5 AISH COUNCIL
TIn the Beautiful Garden of Kent
clerkwestwellparish@outlook.com 1302

Westwell Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Wednesday 7 May 2025 at 7pm, St Mary’s Church, Westwell

Present and apologies
Present: Clirs Bainbridge, Drury, Ward, Richards, Farrington, Bartlett, Lister and Wyatt. Clerk — Sonia
Young.
Apologies: Cllr Hutchinson.
Six members of the public were in attendance.
Declarations of Interest
All those Clirs living close to sites submitted under the call for sites for the 2042 Local Plan. No Clirs
have pecuniary interests to declare.
Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair, and members of WPC Committees and Working Groups.
3.1 Election of Chair

Resolved

That Clir Bainbridge be elected as Chair of Westwell Parish Council

Proposed: ClIr Bartlett. Seconded: ClIr Richards. All in agreement.

It was resolved to elect ClIr Bainbridge as Chair of Westwell Parish Council.

3.2 Election of Vice-Chair
Resolved
That ClIr Drury be elected as Vice-Chair.
Proposed: Clir Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Bartlett. All in agreement.
It was resolved to elect ClIr Christine Drury as Vice-Chair of Westwell Parish Council.

3.3 Election of Committee members and Representatives
Resolved
Chair Clive Bainbridge proposed that all Cllrs continue in the responsibilities as held by
them under the previous council and roll their work forwards. Also, that Community
Watch be removed from the list as the role was redundant.
Proposed: Clir Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Wyatt. All in agreement.
Ratified roles as follows:
Parish Hall Management Committee: Clir Farrington chair, plus Clirs Bainbridge, Lister and
Hutchinson
KALC: Clirs Bartlett and Drury
Highways: Clir Lister
Tarmac Consultative Group: Clirs Bainbridge, Drury and Ward
Planning: Clir Drury
Grievance and Complaints: All Clirs
Community Resilience Working Group: Clirs Bartlett and Ward
PCC liaison: CllIr Wyatt
Bank verification: ClIr Lister
Playing Field: ClIr Farrington
Tree wardens: CllIrs Farrington and Richards
Staffing Committee: Clirs Richards, Wyatt, Hutchinson, and Drury
Westwell Eye Working Group: Cllrs Hutchinson, Wyatt, and Bainbridge
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Local Plan 2042 Working Group: Clirs Drury, Richards, and Bainbridge.

4. Public Forum - opened at 19.18
Members of the public outlined their areas of concern relating to the planning application listed as
PA/2025/0318 Ambleside, Maidstone Road North TN25 4NR.
Public Forum - closed at 19.33
5. 5.1 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 2 April 2025 and matters arising.
Resolved:
That the minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 2 April 2025 be approved and
confirmed as a true record subject to one minor change re the date of the week on which the
Annual Meeting will be held.
Proposed: Clir Drury. Seconded: Clir Farrington. All in agreement. Clirs Bartlett, Ward and Richards
abstained as not present at the April meeting.
Resolved:
It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting.
5.2 Matters Arising
5.2.1 Allotments — ClIr Richards confirmed that there was no appetite for allotment provision within
the parish.
5.2.2 Health and safety signage for the recreation area.
The clerk confirmed that the sign was in production.
5.2.3 80" Anniversary of VE-Day celebrations
The flag will be raised at 9am on 8 May and the beacon lit at 9.30pm the same evening.
5.2.4 Local elections
The new County ClIr is Jeremy Eustace of the Reform Party
5.2.5 Specific reserves
The clerk confirmed that the Specific Reserves had been moved from the WPC current account into
the deposit account until needed.
5.2.6 SE Water Main - cancellation of scheduled project
Action: Clerk to write to SE Water to find out what the revised plans will look like and proposed
timelines.

Decision Items

6. 6.1 Planning applications received for comment.
6.1.1 PA/2025/0334 - Holistic Building, Lake House, Maidstone Road, TN26 1AR
Single-storey side extension to holistic building.
WPC view: This is a proportionally small side extension to the existing commercial premises for
the holistic treatment business at the Lake House address. The size and scale are in proportion.
Two minor were issues noted. Firstly, that there is no lobby shown on the plans so the toilets
appear to be accessed directly from the area described as a kitchen and, secondly, that the
plans appear to show the extension as being on a hardstanding while the photographs show
the area as grassed.
Westwell Parish Council resolved to raise no objection to the application.
Proposed: Cllr Drury. Seconded: Clir Ward. All in agreement.
It was resolved to raise no objection.
6.1.2 PA/2025/0761 - 64, Sandyhurst Lane, TN25 4NT
Erection of single-storey rear and double storey side extension with rooflights and erection of
porch following removal of existing garage.
WPC view: The existing building is already very close to filling the whole width of the plot
which means it is very close to the neighbouring house at no 62, and any extension on that
side risks intrusion. The proposed two-storey extension in place of the existing garage would
significantly harm the light amenity of that property. The proposed rear single-storey extension
at the rear of the house is the full width of the existing building and would extend the property
footprint by 50%.This scale of extension then requires roof lights to bring natural light into the
existing area of the house, and these roof lights will cause light trespass for neighbours at both
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62 and 66. The combination of both extensions would be excessive massing in addition to the
poor design of a flat roof at second floor level.
By designing the rear extension to be full width in this narrow plot the proposed log burner
and flue will also be intrusively and potentially dangerously close to the neighbour at no 62.
These are all issues that could be addressed by a more suitably sized and designed extension.
Close to the highway frontage of this property is a mature and substantial oak tree which
contributes greatly to the character of Sandyhurst Lane. If an improved application is
approved, building works should ensure the roots and bole of the tree are protected during
construction activities.
Westwell Parish Council resolved to object to the application.
Proposed: Clir Drury. Seconded: Clir Ward. All in agreement.
It was resolved to object to the application.
6.2 Update on planning matters in progress
6.2.1 PA/2025/0318 — Ambleside, Maidstone Road North of Drovers Roundabout, TN25 4NR
Proposed first-floor side and rear extension over existing ground floor.
WPC: Clirs agreed to review their original decision and the comments submitted to ABC in the
light of new information brought to the Council’s attention in regard to ownership of the
shared drive, the rear topography not evidenced in the plans or visible from the front of the
property, plus access issues for neighbours during construction.
Resolved
It was proposed to object pending resolution of all the issues raised and urgently submit a
new updated comment direct to the ABC planning officer.
Proposed: Clir Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Ward. All in agreement.
Resolved.
It was resolved to object to the application and submit a new comment to the planning officer
in charge of the case.
Action: Clerk.
6.2.2 Works at Sandbar Business Park
Steelwork is currently being erected. An OTH planning application has been published to
discharge Condition 25 for the lighting. The details of the lights and height and position of the
lighting poles do not conform to the lighting permitted. Neither neighbours nor WPC have
been consulted. WPC will submit an objection. Kent Downs National Landscape have raised
concerns. A meeting with the planning agent, contractor, residents and WPC Cllrs is being
arranged for w/c 26 May
6.2.3 ABC Local Plan 2042
No further update available, draft plan still expected end July.
6.2.4 Elvey Cottage — appeal to Planning Inspectorate vs planning enforcement.
Ref: 3352530. In progress. The case officer at the Planning Inspectorate is still Corinna
Clements. Clirs agreed to write to her re planned timescales for a decision to come as there
appears to be no urgency in the process. The letter will be copied to ABC Head of Planning
Simon Cole as well as Westwell’'s MP Katie Lam.
Action: ClIr Drury to draft a letter to the Inspector for full Council to approve.

7. 7.1 Financial Report
7.1.1 Approval of payments for May in accordance with the budget

WPC main account

Expenditure to approve Method £

for May 2025

Salary payment May Clerk BACS 920.75

Tax and NI HMRC BACS 353.59

Mowing inv 5119 All Seasons BACS 678.60
Gardening Services

Annual Subscription ICO Reimburse Clerk BACS 52.00

Annual insurance Hiscox Insurance Co BACS 779.82

Works to Sycamore Tree and Ground BACS 774.00

Church green Maintenance Ltd
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Signage health and Medash BACS 54.00
safety

Total £3612.76
Income

Grant — borough Clir Adult gym training BACS 500.00
VAT refund HMRC BACS 5294.42
50% precept ABC BACS 16,008.50
Total £21,802.92

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 30 April 2025: £29,712.83 less unpresented cheques as follows:

Actual balance = £29,712.83 as at 30 April 2025

WPC deposit account
Expenditure £
Total £00.00
Income
10 April Interest BACS 31.99
Total £31.99
Bank Reconciliation Balance £38, 952.47 as at 30 April 2025 less un-presented cheques as
follows:

Actual balance: £38, 952.47 as at 30 April 2025

General reserve 12,876.28
Grant 2,279
HiP 7,859.42
Deposit 15,937.77

WPC No 2 Account

Expenditure Cheque No £
Total £00.00
Income

Total £00.00
Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 30 April 2025. Actual balance = £3.44 at 30 April 2025.
Resolved

WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the
budget.

Proposed: Clir Lister. Seconded: Clir Ward. All in agreement.

Resolved. WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance with
the budget.

7.1.2 VAT reclaim

The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer confirmed that the annual VAT return and been
claimed and repaid. Total amount reclaimed: £5294.42.

7.1.3 Transfer of budget remaining from the 2024-25 year into the General Reserve.

The Clerk and Responsible Financial officer confirmed that £4,048.37 was unspent.
Resolved

WPC resolved to transfer the remaining monies into the EPC General Reserve.

Proposed: Clir Ward. Seconded: Clir Drury. All in agreement.

Resolved

It was agreed to transfer the remaining budget into the EPC General Reserve.
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Action: Clerk.

Information items

8.

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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8.1 Correspondence

8.1.1 ACRE

ClIrs reviewed the offer of the newly formed ACRE circulated to them as correspondence during
the month. The benefits of membership to village / community halls were reviewed and it was
proposed to take out a one-year subscription at a cost of £150.

Resolved

WPC resolved to join ACRE

Proposed: Clir Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Drury. All in agreement.

Resolved

WPC resolved to join ACRE.

Action: Clerk

9.1 Playground

9.1.1 Adult gym equipment — update on training sessions

The taster/trial session is booked for 5pm on Wednesday 28 May and will be promoted via
Westwell Eye and Westwell Events.

10.1 Cemetery

10.1.1 Update on the installation of CCTV

Surveillance is ongoing.

10.1.2 Update on the plan to install a plot map

Update at the June meeting.

10.1.3 Fencing of the ashes plot

Cllr Wyatt said that a shorter length of new metal fencing had been agreed vs originally agreed
and approved and as such, the agreed cost would reduce a little vs the estimate approved by
full Council.

11.1 KALC report

ClIr Bartlett said the next meeting was on 10 May.

12.1 Highways

ClIr Drury said that the reply from National Highways to the enquiries lodged by Katie Lam MP
following the letter sent to her by the SLRA about the noise pollution of the M20 was
nonsensical. WPC agreed to write to National Highways with a firm rebuttal of a number of the
comments made in the letter, copied to the SLRA and Katie Lam MP.

Action: CllIr Drury.

ClIr Lister said some potholes on Sandyhurst Lane had been repaired.

The meeting re WPC's proposed HiP will take place on 10 June.

13.1 Village Hall Management Committee

ClIr Farrington said that the inside of the hall will shortly be decorated and as a part of that, all
the pipework will be boxed in. A slope from the new French doors to access the playing field
will also soon be installed.

14.1 Trees

Work to reduce the crown of the sycamore on the Church Green has been done.

15.1 Parish Priority Projects

The Clerk circulated the document listing all proposed projects to Clirs ahead of the meeting.
The list will be discussed at the Annual Meeting on 27 May.

16.1 Westwell Eye

Update at the next meeting.

17.1 Community Resilience Plan

Clirs Bartlett and Ward will revisit the plan at the June meeting. It will also be discussed at the
Annual Meeting on 27 May in a bid to help identify vulnerable residents and those who can
assist in an emergency with four-wheel drive vehicles, generators, chainsaws etc.
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18. 18.1 Annual Parish Meeting
The guest speaker will be Katie Lam MP. She will be given a half hour slot to chat and answer
questions from the floor. The new County Councillor will also be invited by the Chair to attend
and speak if they wish. The fete committee will produce leaflets about the fete to hand out to
attendees.

19.1 Additional Items

19.1.1 Watery Lane. Residents have raised concerns about a number of cars parked up inside the
Watery Lane entrance to Beechbrook in what appears to be a car lot for trading. Clir Drury has
visited the site car lot and spoken to the person in charge. She said the landowner has given
permission for the cars to be stored on the land as a temporary measure, and that there is no on-
site trading taking place; the cars are stored there in relation to an online vehicle sales enterprise.

The meeting closed at 21.46hrs. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3 June 2025.
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