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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Monday 2nd July 2018 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall
1. Open Forum                                     

Seven members of the public were present, including the agent for planning application 18/00876/AS, who stated that they would be willing to answer any questions councillors may have on the application. 
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-chairman), Cllr Mrs Wyatt, Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllrs Bartlett, Butcher, Lawrence, Lister and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Cllr Krause (ward member) attended.  Apologies were received from Cllr Faulkner (prior commitment).
3. Declaration of Interests 

Cllr Mrs Drury:  agenda items 6.3 and  10.7 (OSI).
4. Borough Councillor’s report
The Chairman drew Cllr Krause’s attention to the inspectors’ Local Plan post-examination notes, ID/10, which had been published on the ABC website:

[https://www.ashford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan-to-2030/examination-documents/ ] 
The Chairman advised that the notes stated that the A20 corridor sites had been included only because it was thought that they would be needed for housing numbers.  The inspectors had, however, concluded that:  they are unsustainable, not needed following the inspectors’ recalculation of housing numbers, Tutt Hill and Sandyhurst Lane are not listed settlements and both are poorly related to community facilities.  They should be removed from the Local Plan, but the Chairman cautioned that they may be put forward for inclusion in the next Local Plan.  

The notes also removed S44 because of its location in the AONB; Katie Miller (Kent Downs AONB) was thanked for her input during the Local Plan Examination in Public (EIP).  The inspectors did, however, note that ABC may wish to consider retaining the existing pitch (which has a temporary permission, due to expire in August 2018).
Margery Thomas and all who assisted were thanked for their efforts in raising awareness of the A20 corridor sites to all who may have been impacted by the proposals.

The inspectors made no mention of the omissions sites in their notes, and there was no discussion of these during the EIP.

Cllr Krause reported that he had raised with the Leader the issue of costs arising from removal of unauthorised encampments:  these costs are borne by the landowner affected, including Parish Council-owned land.  Cllr Krause felt that this is unfair to Parish Councils:  such costs arising from ABC-owned land would be paid from council tax receipts and thus paid by all council tax payers.  Payments by Parish Councils would be from money raised by the Precept and thus paid only by parish residents; however, Parish Council-owned land was not restricted to use by them.  Cllr Bartlett suggested that this be raised at KALC.
Cllr Krause was thanked for raising the matter.

5. Minutes and Matters Arising

5.1 Minutes of 8th May 2018
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 8th May 2018 be approved and confirmed as a true record.
Minutes of 5th June 2018

Minute 8.1:  The reference to Snakes Hill should be Snakes Lane.

Subject to this amendment:

Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 5th June 2018 be approved and confirmed as a true record.
5.2   Matters Arising from the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 8th May 2018
5.2.1  Cllr Butcher was thanked for his significant contribution to the Playing Field Association over many years, including its establishment.  Valerie Hooper had indicated her willingness to continue as Treasurer but did not wish to take over as Chair; Cllr Ms Farrington had agreed to assume this role.   Mrs Butcher was thanked for her efforts as Secretary to the PFA.  
5.2.2  A site meeting will be arranged with Frank Dwyer to discuss water run-off and associated problems re the hall access track.
5.3  Matters Arising from the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 5th June 2018

5.3.1  Information relating to the General Data Protection Requirement has been uploaded to the Parish Council website.
6. Planning matters
6.1  Planning applications received

6.1.1  18/00876/AS  The Old Forge, Westwell Lane, Westwell
The erection of a single dwelling with associated access, parking and landscaping on land at the rear of The Old Forge, Westwell
The meeting was suspended to take comments from the floor.
Concerns were expressed re the impact of the proposed development of trees on the site, given that 13 of the 18 would be removed; the arboreal study included trees in a neighbouring property; subdivision of The Old Forge plot would result in this property having a small garden.

The applicant reported that he had sought pre-application advice, including that of a tree specialist.  The trees to be removed were low-grade but he was willing to replant if this is required by the Tree Officer.  There would be no impact on the retained trees.  On the planning officer’s advice the development would be single storey.  

The Chairman stated that the development would be 2-storey of which 1 would be subterranean.  The applicant replied that the case officer’s described it as single storey with a basement.  There would be no overlooking of neighbouring dwellings.  The Chairman noted that the 2-storey was of relevance because of the impact on the environment, eg sewage.  The applicant stated that this could be dealt with by a post-planning condition.
The meeting was reconvened.
The Chairman felt that a site visit may be needed, followed by a planning meeting.  She noted that it was a working forge until relatively recently and there may, therefore, be contamination issues.  There may also be access rights to neighbouring properties.  The detail in the application was noted and welcomed, but it was agreed that a site visit is needed to set it in the wider context.
The Clerk will contact the agent to arrange the visit.

6.1.2  18/00857/AS   Rhodes Cottage,  Westwell Lane (sic), Westwell

Erection of a new porch with pitched roof
Cllr Mrs Wyatt asked why this could not be dealt with under permitted development rights, however these are superseded because the property is in the AONB.  It was proposed that the application be supported.
Resolved:

That the application be supported.

6.1.3  18/00869/AS  The Wheel Inn, The Street, Westwell

Replacement kitchen extract system including new filters, flue and an acoustic enclosure
Noise levels were queried, would acoustic requirements for residential neighbours and the new properties be met?  The existing system was reported to be noisy but this may be due to previous poor maintenance.  It was proposed that the application be supported subject to confirmation that noise attenuation measures are in place.

Resolved:

That the application be supported subject to confirmation that noise attenuation measures are in place.
6.1.4  18/00913/AS  Sunnybank, Watery Lane, Westwell
Conversion of, and extension to, garage into annexe ancillary to main house
The conversion would be ancillary to the existing dwelling although would not be attached to Sunnybank and would be on a different part of the site.  The footprint would be slightly increased.  Would the conversion comply with ABC’s space requirements and parking provision, or do these not apply if the use is ancillary?  No details were given for sewage disposal or water supply, would the existing system be adequate given that the conversion would have 2 en-suite bathrooms and a kitchen?  It was proposed that comments be made on the application, as Minuted.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council would comment as follows:  there is no information regarding disposal of foul sewage, is the existing system adequate to cope with the effluent arising from the conversion.  Are space standards and parking provision compliant with Planning policy.
6.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda  
No applications have been received.
6.3  Local Plan to 2030

See item 4, and the Chairman’s report attached to the Minutes.
6.4 Other planning matters

The planning application for up to 18 dwellings on the sandpit, Sandyhurst Lane (17/016136/AS) has been withdrawn.
7. Financial report

7.1  Progress against Budget to date    The updated spreadsheet was circulated.   Funds are in place for the hall container project, the Chairman to write questioning the need for planning permission on what is a community asset.
Cllr Mrs Wyatt asked if the Westwell Eye is now owned by the Parish Council.  The Chairman advised that it is facilitated by the PC and the situation would be formalised when the need arose for a new editor.
7.2  Payments in accordance with the Budget
Resolved: 

That the following payments be agreed in accordance with the Budget.
	Payments
	£

	Information Commissioner (DPA)
	40.00

	Print Junction (May Westwell Eye)
	217.98

	KALC (training)
	36.00

	S Wood (salary May)
	500.93

	S Wood (salary June)
	500.93

	S Wood (expenses/allowances)
	16.31

	Print Junction (June Westwell Eye)
	217.98

	Pragnells Gardening Services (SV Faulkner)
	102.00


	Receipts
	£

	HMRC – VAT refund
	1730.15

	Lloyds Bank interest
	1.69


                Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £ 27377.83   Balance (No 2 account):  £  4157.99
7.3  Works to which the Parish Council is committed
Playing field storage container:  See 7.1
Repairs to the hall access track:  Frank Dwyer has suggested installation of a SUDS at each end of the track, with a French drain at the top end.  A site meeting will be arranged, to be attended by the Vice-chairman.  An approach will be made to Shepherd Neame for its contribution, as agreed.
Remedial works to matting on the parking area:  This has been completed.  Cllr Ms Farrington and Cllr Mrs Wyatt congratulated all concerned.
7.4  Eye financial report  See 7.1.
7.5/7.6  Request for a donation to Ashford Borough Citizens Advice/Request for a donation to Kent, Surrey, Sussex Air Ambulance  The Chairman noted that the Citizens Advice (ABCA) benefited a number of people in the parish; Cllr Butcher advised that at the June meeting the Parish Council was ‘minded’ to support ABCA, and that ABC is withdrawing funding.  The Vice-chairman and Cllr Ms Farrington opined that Parish Councils should not be expected to contribute when higher authorities had ceased funding.  Cllr Lawrence advised that the Parish Council had, in the main, refused such requests unless the parish had directly benefited, eg the Green Team.  The Vice-chairman agreed, citing the donation to the Charing Surgery Gardening Group.   Cllr Ms Farrington suggested that a donation to ABCA be made from fete funds, the Chairman agreed – this will be put to those involved with the fete.  The Chairman asked if there were a need for draft guidelines; the Vice-chairman and Cllr Mrs Wyatt proposed that donations of public money should not be made unless there were a direct link to the parish.
8. Operation Stack Listening Exercise – consultation

The Chairman attended the exhibition and will circulate a draft response. 
9. Clerk’s report 

9.1  Correspondence 
The Big Conversation – Rural Transport:  The Chairman to attend on 12th July, Cllr Bartlett on 18th July.  

9.2  Clerk’s training report. No training has been offered.
9.3  GDPR:  All documentation has been uploaded to the Parish Council website, with a link to the Privacy Notice from the Home page and the inclusion of GDPR in the drop-down menu from the Parish Council tab.  No subject access requests have been received.
10. Reports from Parish representatives
10.1 KALC  The Minutes have been circulated.  The meeting included a briefing on Community Safety by the Police, and a presentation on ‘Rural Means Rural’, a lobbying group set up by Cllr Jane Martin.
10.2 ACRK   A meeting was held on 2nd July to discuss the withdrawal of funding by KCC; this has been taken up with Cllr Simkins (KCC).  If the funding is not reinstated redundancy notices will be issued, these will be widely publicised, to bring pressure to bear on KCC.
10.3 Highways   Westwell Lane at Tutt Hill will be resurfaced on 4th July.  The potholes in Kingsland Lane have been repaired.   A request will be made to KCC for its programme of pothole repairs.  Two recent accidents on the A20 were reported, including a fatality near Potters Corner, these highlighted the inadequacy of the Transport Assessment for the A20 corridor sites.  The road closures after the accidents led to rat-running through the village and lanes blocked by the volume of traffic; a number of incidents of dangerous driving were reported.
10.4 Tree Warden   The crab apple showed signs of stress and damage to a number of branches, possibly caused by a vehicle, these have been pruned back, fruit removed and the tree watered.  Graham Hutchison has offered to monitor the tree.   All is in order in the cemetery.  The annual review is in hand.  The yew tree on Church green is doing well and will be clipped to shape.  Cllr Mrs Wyatt reported a dead tree in the garden of The Old Vicarage, the Chairman to follow-up.   The cherry tree in the Garden of Remembrance was planted in memory of Holly Tordeur.
10.5 Parish Hall Management Committee  The committee has not met.
10.6 Playing Field Association  See 5.2.1.
10.7  Lorry parking  See 8.
10.8  Broadband provision   In hand with the Vice-chairman.  The Chairman reported that the Country Land and Business Association is also lobbying.  
11. Any other business
11.1  Cllr Lawrence suggested that an item go into the Eye warning other road users of farm traffic given the season, advising that extra care is be needed.
11.2   Cllr Ms Farrington reported an increased incidence of flytipping.

11.3  Cllr Mrs Wyatt asked if the parish map would be put back on display in the parish hall.  The Vice-chairman replied that the Hall Committee had decided against on aesthetic grounds, but suggested that a more colourful map may be acceptable; the Chairman to follow-up.  Cllr Bartlett recommended waiting until after the boundary change in 2019 to source a new map.
11.4    Cllr Mrs Wyatt referred to items 7.5 and 7.6, and asked if provision should be made in the budget for donations.  The Chairman replied that £250 is included for this purpose.
12. Dates for future meetings

3rd September, 5th November. 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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