 Westwell Parish Council Environmental Policy 

  Westwell Parish Council recognises that it has a responsibility to understand the impact of its decisions and actions on the environmental condition  of the parts of the parish for which it is responsible for, and to recognise and support positive environmental action by others in the parish. 
  Within this general policy framework Westwell Parish Council aims to:
· Minimise its use of scare natural resources 

· By using lighting and other energy efficiently`

· By  printing less when practical

· By arranging meetings efficiently to minimise travel.

· Control diffuse pollution by only using herbicides when absolutely necessary and then only as spot treatments of invasive  species ; eg hogweed. `Using a managed programme of grass cutting in place of chemical treatments;

· Actively manage and conserve the resource of public trees in the parish, and where replacements are needed select for preference native species;

· Seek opportunities to increase the natural resources of the parish by planting trees and hedges when opportunities arise – eg the new access road , and conserve and manage existing hedges – eg the playing field hedge.

· Repair and reuse where possible - eg repainting see-saw and other playing field  items that can be retained.

· To support renewal energy schemes and other environmentally beneficial  activities whenever it is practical to do so eg when planning applications are received .

· Supporting and endorsing events and activities that foster a ‘sense of community’ across the parish;

· Review the environmental policy periodically  to ensure it is up to date vis as vis the opportunities to maintain and improve the environmental condition of Westwell parish.
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