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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Tuesday 10th January 2023 at 6.00pm held at The Parish Hall.
1. Open Forum     
The applicant of planning the application at 158 Sandyhurst Lane attended. The council had invited them to come to the meeting. The applicant explained that the reason for the permanent garage was that the tented garage, they currently use, suffers badly with condensation. The particular reason for the invite was that the council saw an opportunity to ask the applicant whether the new wall of the garage would provide them with enough screening for them to then consider taking down the current wall that is situated on the edge of the road. This can cause visual difficulties to drivers and a lack of space for pedestrians. The council note that the wall is a continuation of the wall from the neighbouring property. The applicant said that the wall follows the boundary line and officers came out to measure and check that it was allowed to be where it is. The council asked if the applicant thought it might be possible to remove the wall to reinstate passage for pedestrians inline with highways practice and the character of most of this part Sandyhurst lane. This was not something the applicant had thought of but it is something they would consider, although noting that the wall slows the traffic down acting as a traffic calming measure and that if the wall was removed this could be a concern for the applicant.  If the speed limit of that part of Sandyhurst Lane was reduced from 40 to 30mph this could provide the applicant with the reassurance to remove the wall. Due to comments from the immediate neighbour the applicant is intending to submit an amended plan. 
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Drury (Chair), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-Chair) Cllr Farrington, Cllr Lister, Cllr Wyatt, Cllr Hutchinson, Cllr Bartlett and Cllr Richards
Miss N Ideson - Clerk 
Apologies were received from Cllr Butcher due to illness. Councillors wished him well soon . 
3. Declaration of Interests 
There were no declarations of interest to make. 
4. Borough Councillor’s Report
 The Chair will contact them and circulate any updates by email
5. Minutes 
5.1   Minutes of meetings held on 1st November, 8th November & 5th December 2022
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 1st November, 8th November & 5th December 2022 be approved and confirmed as true records. 

Resolved

It was resolved to approve the minutes of 1st November, 8th November & 5th December 2022 as true records of the meeting
6. Planning matters
6.1 Planning applications received



6.1.1 PA/2022/3024 158 Sandyhurst Lane, Boughton Aluph,


As the applicant had said, in the public forum, that he was intending to submit amended plans the clerk 


will ask for an extension to submit comments until after the council have had sight of the new plans. 
ACTION NI


6.1.2 PA/2022/3088 10 Hoads Wood Gardens 

The Council noted that there would be no overlooking for neighbours. As this is a large extension and     there is a constrained shared access with the neighbours, the council will ask for a construction management plan. This is to avoid building supply deliveries and works parking causing excessive disruption to the cul-de-sac access.   
 

Resolved


It was resolved to raise no objection and request a construction management plan.
ACTION NI
                6.2 Update on decisions current applications
Planning application comments from the council are gradually coming through after the Borough Council software change and are starting to be published on the ABC website. The problem during November, when comments were not being recognised, appears to have been resolved. 

7. Resolution to exclude press and public

That under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the press and public leave the meeting during item 8, namely, to consider the recommendations of the Staffing Committee.
Resolved

It was resolved to exclude the press and public, the clerk exited the room during the discussion.
8. Advisory report from the Staffing Committee

Advisory report from the Staffing Committee

The council received and considered the advisory report from the staffing committee.

Resolved

To agree the recommendations from the Staffing Committee.


The salary calculations were received and noted for the previously agreed salary levels and to be carried forward 

into the budget.
   9.  Financial Matters 


9.1 Progress against Budget to date


Councillors noted the payments in accordance with the budget.

9.2 Payments in accordance with the Budget 
The following payments were agreed in accordance with the budget.  
Receipts and Payments  01/11/22 – 01/10/23

	Payments
	Gross
	Net
	VAT

	N Ideson (salary Nov) inc National Salary back payment of £403
	1063.79
	
	

	N Ideson Expenses (Nov)
	58.20
	
	

	
	
	
	

	N Ideson (salary Dec)
	771.70
	
	

	N Ideson Expenses (Dec)
	41.10
	
	

	SLCC Membership
	146.00
	
	

	KALC CiLCA Training
	72.00
	60.00
	12.00


	Receipts
	£

	Lloyds Bank interest (Oct & Nov)
	2.36

	HMRC VAT refund
	528.50

	Burials
	1150.00


Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £61516.99 9th Nov 2022

Balance (No 2 account):  £  3.44

Balance (Eye account):  £  2759.75


9.3 Updates on works to which the council is committed (see below)
Highway improvement works Awaiting invoice and timing from KCC
Cemetery plan Project brief for tenders to survey and produce a capacity plan of the cemetery.
Progress on Asset Register Action plan: Re-set village sign on the triangle  : to be done with flagpole work 
Refreshing the playground equipment . This has arisen as a project following the July 2022 RoSPA report Playground replacement equipment ideas and quotes are being explored. In the meantime:


Village flag pole: Westwell’s legacy of June 2022 Jubilee – A hinged GRP internal lanyard pole with  baseplate  is the most suitable specification for Westwell. The hinge will fold in towards the playing field. The best of three quotes obtained is from The Flagpole Company at a cost of £624, with the installation to be completed by Frank Dwyer at a cost of £689.
It was resolved to approve the expenditure of £1313 for the flag pole and installation. 
10. To finalise the Draft Budget 
The budget had been circulated and was agreed 
Resolved

It was resolved to agree the final budget for the financial year 2023/2024
11. To agree the Precept request for 2023/24 
Final calculations had been completed and it was proposed to submit a precept request of £28550.00 for the financial year 2023/2024.
Resolved

It was resolved to agree the precept request of £28550.

ACTION NI
12.  Annual Parish Meeting 28th March 7pm,
Due to the limitations of purdah starting on March 21st for the Borough elections due on May 4th it is necessary to change the date of the Annual Parish Meeting. It was agreed to move the APM to 20th March 8pm.
13. Parish Council Policies – work plan to review / update and propose for adoption.
The policies will be circulated via  DropBox  so councillors can read and edit them as appropriate.

ACTION NI/TW
14.Clerk’s report 

14.1 Correspondence: All correspondence was circulated as received.  
14.2 Clerk’s training – CilCA work continues   
14.3 GDPR No GDPR issues.
14.4 Broadband – Cllr Bainbridge will advise when there is news  
15.
Reports from Parish representatives
15.1 KALC   -   Report of the KALC meeting held on 4th January had been circulated
15.2 ACRK -   Councillors are being updated on both the closure of the present ACRK and the successor transition arrangements as they emerge. 
15.3 Highways – Noted that potholes have reopened, reporting and care needed.
15.4 Tree Warden – the leaning cherry tree in the churchyard is a concern as the approaching bad weather and gales typical to the time of year, increase the risk of the cherry tree coming down and damaging the Grade I listed church wall.
14.5 Parish Hall Management – report of the last meeting held on 9th January had been circulated.
14.6 PCSO’s report – none received. Reports have been suspended as PCSO resources have declined. 
16.  Items for the next agenda
16.1 – Meeting day change from Tuesdays to Wednesdays to accommodate the Westwell Players.
Date of next meetings

To be confirmed
The meeting closed at 8 pm
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