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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Tuesday 1st November 2022 at 6.00pm held at The Parish Hall.
1. Open Forum     
Two residents participated for the Open Forum. Russell and Heather Troth live close to the entrance to the Nyetimber vineyard, and are concerned by the number and size of the lorries that have been operating over a recent 9 day period.  The council advised them that this was the first full harvest year for the vineyard. Vehicles are needed to bring the pickers, and lorries are needed to transport the grape harvest. The harvest takes place over an intense period of a few days. The Troths expressed concern about the verges being damaged, the muddiness of the lane and safety issues for horse riders, cyclists, pedestrians and other users of the lanes in the vicinity.   The damage caused by large articulated lorries is greater than the large agricultural vehicles because the latter have large soft tyres which do not damage the verges.  The Troths had contacted KCC Highways who had advised them to ask ABC to install weight limit signs.  They had also submitted an objection to the planning application. 

 The council advised that the planning application concerned building matters and a construction management plan would normally be a part of that. The harvest and associated vehicle movements was an operational matter and it is likely that this could best be managed by raising the issues directly with manager. The council could arrange that contact.  Operations elsewhere in the parish were facilitated by liaison meetings with local residents and this could be arranged if needed.  Ideas on how the issues might be mediated – eg by using smaller transport vehicles road sweeping and/or designated routes could be discussed directly or by liaison.  The manager is likely to be amenable to finding solutions as they would probably prefer not to annoy any neighbours.  The combination of the first full harvest happening at the same time as heavy rain softened the verges, just before harvest, may have made the situation more difficult this year.  Establishing good contact will help with also the advance warning of the harvest or other busy periods.  
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Drury (Chair), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-Chair) Cllr Farrington, Cllr Lister, Cllr Butcher, Cllr Hutchinson and Cllr Richards. Cllr Bartlett
Miss N Ideson - Clerk 
Apologies were received from Cllr Wyatt who was absent due to family circumstances These were accepted. 
3. Declaration of Interests 
Cllr Richards declared an OSI for item 6.3.1 as Nyetimber as she currently has use one of their agricultural barns. 
4. Borough Councillor’s Report
The Chair will contact Cllr Krause for any updates and any further grant money for the HiP – see tem 9.2 below. 
5. Minutes and Matters Arising
5.1   Minutes of 6th September and 4th October 2022 
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 6th September and 4th October 2022 be approved and confirmed as true records. 

Resolved

It was resolved to approve the minutes of 6th September and 4th October as true records of the meeting
5.2   Matters Arising       
5.2.1 The Green Team. Work at the cemetery may be more practical as the churchyard is in-accessible and potentially hazardous due to the current building works and archaeological observations. 
5.2.2 Minutes The Clerk and the Chair will check for actions from the minutes and progress as needed. 
6. Planning matters
6.1 Planning applications received



6.1.1 PA/2022/2404 York House, 79, Sandyhurst Lane  Construction of single storey rear extension

Councillors noted that this extension would not be visible from the lane; this is a modest extension and will 


improve the amenity of the property


Resolved


To support the application as it is a modest single-story extension to the rear which will improve the layout and amenity of the property, and not be visible from the Sandyhurst Lane road frontage. 
ACTION NI


6.1.2 PA/2022/2430 & PA/2022/2604 - Harven Hall, Watery Lane,


Planning Application and Listed Building Application: Proposed installation of solar panels

This proposal is a consequence of an energy efficiency issue as properties of this age and construction are impractical to insulate to modern standards.  As they are not permitted to be installed on the Listed Building itself the solar panels are proposed to be installed onto an existing garage and a modern barn nearby.  



Resolved


To support the application as it will make the property more environmental by increasing its renewable energy, but still working within the restrictions of a what is permissible for a Grade II Listed building. 
ACTION NI


6.1.3 PA/2022/2478 -  34 Sandyhurst Lane,  Rear single-storey extension

This is an extensive ground floor conversion of a double garage continuing out to an extension to the rear of the property. This is to allow a disabled child to live independently with his care team. This adaptation has been designed by specialists and incorporates all the essentials required for the individual, including wheel chair access throughout.

Resolved

To fully support the application and ask that this is expedited quickly considering the circumstances.
ACTION NI

                6.2 Planning applications received after distribution of agenda.

        No planning applications were received after the distribution of the agenda

6.3
Other planning matters


6.3.1 2022/2078 Nyetimber at Lacton Farm: building colour


As this agricultural building for the vineyard will be clearly visible from the Pilgrims Way, close by and just a little further up the escarpment, the Council have been in contact with the AONB Unit. They have explained that they only comment on certain planning applications, but are happy to do so if requested. The Nyetimber manager seems amenable to any shade of colour so that it can blend in as much as feasibly possible. Councillors noted that the colour of the background scenery changes with the seasons. 


It was agreed that the AONB Planning Unit be asked to advise.













ACTION CD

7. Resolution to exclude press and public
That under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the press and public leave the meeting during item 8, namely, to consider the recommendations of the Staffing Committee.
Resolved

It was resolved to exclude the press and public, the clerk exited the room during the discussion.
8. Report from the Staffing Committee
The council received and considered the report of the staffing committee. It was resolved to accept and implement the recommendations:
Resolved

To agree the recommendations from the Staffing Committee. 
9.  Financial Matters 


9.1 Progress against Budget to date


Councillors noted the payments in accordance with the budget.

9.2 Highways Improvement Plan (HIP):  preparation done: confirm payment.
The consultation in Sandyhurst lane has been completed. SLRA advised they had received no further comments, and were happy for the works to proceed to improve the safety of the existing 30 mph section of Sandyhurst Lane.   For the Gateway scheme the size of the Westwell Village gateway sign from Watery Lane has been reduced slightly while maintaining the impact needed to encourage everyone to drive at an appropriately careful speed.  Immediate neighbours will be informed about the gateway scheme.  This completes the preparations.  Martin Taylor- Smith at KCC Highways has advised that the balance now due in order to proceed and complete the works is £14,973.   The council noted that £5000 has already be paid on account for the drawings and preparation work.  The total will therefore be £19,973, of which £5000 has been covered by a Members Grant from Cllr Charlie Simkins, and £2000 by a grant from Cllr Larry Krause. When the preparations started we were advised to assign £25,000 to the project. 

It was proposed to send a letter to KCC Highways authorising the remaining work to be completed. The Chair will also check with Cllrs Simkins and Krause to find out if there are any further grants available for the installation of these works.
Resolved 
To authorise the expenditure of £14973 to proceed with the final installation final works of the HiP.
9.3 Payments in accordance with the Budget


The following payments were agreed in accordance with the budget.  
Receipts and Payments 06/09/22 – 01/11/22

	Payments
	Gross
	Net
	VAT

	N Ideson (salary Sept)
	660.79
	
	

	N Ideson Expenses (Sept)
	103.98
	
	

	FD – Goal posts & Drain
	2834.40
	2362.00
	472.40

	PKF – Ex Audit
	240.00
	200.00
	40.00

	
	
	
	

	N Ideson (salary Oct)
	660.79
	
	

	N Ideson Expenses (Oct)
	133.19
	
	


	Receipts
	£

	
	

	Lloyds Bank interest (Aug & Sept)
	1.19

	Precept
	13595.00


Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £64469.28  30th Sept

Balance (No 2 account):  £  3.44

Balance (Eye account):  £  2,742.95


9.4 Updates on works to which the council is committed (see below)
Highway improvement works see item 9.2 above.
Cemetery plan Project brief for tenders to survey and produce a capacity plan of the cemetery. Pending.

Progress on Asset Register Action plan 
 - Goal posts: completed; 
 - Re-set village sign on the triangle.  A quote for £295 has been received and as this is within the expenditure that the Clerk and Chair can allow in accordance with the financial regulations, this was agreed by the council.         -   Actions if any on RoSPA report: see item 11

Installing a village flag pole as the Westwell legacy of Her Late Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022. 
-  
-   Clerk  to confirm proposed location for the flagpole with Highways    

-   Confirm costs for Specification/ purchase against 3 quotes, and Installation for which the council agreed to spend up to the cost of the first quote.  Details to be progressed by email and presented at the next meeting. 
10. Draft Budget the budget had been circulated. It was discussed and is planned to be finalised at the January meeting. 
11. Annual Parish Tree Survey 2022 Councillors Farrington and Richards conducted the Annual Parish Tree Survey and this was circulated. The fir tree in churchyard appears to be diseased and may have reached the end of its healthy life. Concerns have also been received from the PCC. It was agreed to source 3 quotes to have it removed. It was suggested that at the same time it would be sensible to ask the contractors to look at the leaning cherry tree also in the churchyard and the sycamores located on the Gold Hill bank of the playing field which have some branches hanging low over the road.  The corner of the cemetery is untidy, where the Green Team deposited the results of their last major trimming back.  This pile could now be usefully sorted into firewood for residents to collect and mulch to compost the trees. This task will be suggested to the Green Team.
12. Elections This item was deferred until the next meeting.
13.Clerk’s report 

13.1 Correspondence: All correspondence was circulated as received.  
13.2 Clerk’s training –  CiLCA work continuing : may be complete by December  
13.3 GDPR No GDPR issues.
13.4 Broadband –  no further news yet 
14.
Reports from Parish representatives
14.1 KALC   -   Minutes available , next meeting Nov 10th 
14.2 ACRK - has not had a meeting
14.3 Highways – No current urgent items .
14.4 Tree Warden – See item 11 above   
14.5 Parish Hall Management – floor sanded and varnished : tables to be carried not dragged ! 
14.6 PCSO’s report – none received 
15.  Items for the next agenda

15.1 - PA/2022/2068 Bridgewood Farm, Watery Lane


15.2- PA/2022/2595 & 2478 Oast at Park House Farm, Westwell Lane, Westwell


15.3 - PA/2022/2649 136A, Sandyhurst Lane,  

15.4 - PA/2022/2032 The Parsonage, Watery Lane

15.5 - PA/2022/2220 11 Tutt Hill Cottages, Westwell Lane,


15.6- Suggestions for play equipment repairs following the RoSPA report

15.7 - Flagpole specification
Date of next meetings
Tuesday Nov 8th  5pm  to address the balance of current planning items as listed in 15 above 
Tuesday January 10th.  6pm to accommodate the Players meeting at 8pm 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm
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