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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Tuesday, 3rd May 2022 at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall
1. Open Forum

There were no participants for the open forum
2. Present and apologies

Cllr Mrs Drury (Chair), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-chair), Cllr Farrington, Cllr Richards, Cllr Wyatt, Cllr Bartlett and Cllr Butcher  
Miss N Ideson (Clerk).   
Apologies were received from Cllrs Hutchinson and Lister explaining that they were indisposed. These were accepted. Cllr Krause was unavailable
3. Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.
4. Election of Parish Council roles 
Resolved:

That the following be elected:

Chair:  Cllr Mrs Drury

Vice-chair:  Cllr Bainbridge
Representatives for:

Staffing Committee:  Cllrs Bainbridge (Chair), Richards, Wyatt and Butcher 

Grievance and Complaints Committee:   All parish councillors, as appropriate and when needed, Cllr Mrs Drury to Chair, but  reassign if needed
Parish Hall Management Committee:  Cllrs Bainbridge (Chair), Farrington, Hutchinson and Lister
Kent Association of Local Councils:  Cllrs Bartlett and Drury, Cllr Hutchinson as substitute
Action with Communities in Rural Kent:  Cllr Butcher 

Tree Wardens:  Cllrs Farrington and Richards
Highways:  Cllrs Lister and Hutchinson 
Community Watch and PCSO contact:  Cllr Bartlett
Tarmac Consultative Committee:  Cllrs Drury and Wyatt
Councillor with responsibility for verification of bank reconciliations:  Cllr Lister
Westwell Eye Working Group – Cllrs Bainbridge, Wyatt and Hutchinson
 5.   Declaration of Acceptance of Office

        The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by Cllr Drury and will be returned to the ABC Monitoring Officer at the earliest opportunity. 
6. Borough Councillor’s report
There was no report from the Borough Councillor.
7. Minutes and Matters Arising of the meeting held on 8th March.
Resolved: 
That the Minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on  8th March be approved and confirmed as true records.
Matters Arising
7.1 The S106 final statement has been received announcing the funding allocations for 

the theoretical monies arising from the Eureka Park development. This will be circulated to 

Councillors.

7.2
A letter supporting the petition for remote and hybrid meetings has been sent to the   


Secretary of State.

7.3 The Clerk was congratulated on a very well organised Annual Parish Meeting on March 29th-, The first in person APM since March 2019, and thanks for a full record of the meeting which is available on request .   
 8.
To approve the Clerk’s back pay of £149.80 after the national salary increase confirmation for 2021-2022

The national pays scales, supported by NALC and the SLCC, were updated for the year 2021/2022 and received in March 2022 meaning the Clerk was owed a back payment of £149.80
Resolved

The Clerk’s back pay was approved
9. 
To consider donations to K&S Air Ambulance

The council normally contributes £100 a year to the K&S Air Ambulance. This is due to the fact and the K&S Air Ambulance is only funded by public donations. Being close to the motorway and the A20 and set in a rural location with sometimes impassable lanes, it was thought that people in the village may require this service. The matter was discussed and the Council agreed to increase the donation to £120.

Resolved 

The Council has discretionary powers to make limited donations that will be beneficial to the parish partially or as a whole. (Local Government Act 1972 S137) It was resolved to donate an amount of £120.
10.
To consider Westwell Queen’s Jubilee Events contribution

A working group of non- council volunteers has formed to organise the arrangements for a Westwell Celebration Picnic to be held on Friday 3rd  June.  Details are being organised and the group have asked the council for a contribution. After some discussion it was decided that as the council are expecting a lot of donations of food, drinks and entertainment and are about to receive a members grant of £500 from Borough Cllr Krause, specifically for the Queen’s Jubilee Westwell celebrations, an additional sum of up to £500 would be an appropriate allocation from the Parish Council funds to underwrite costs . It was suggested that any other fundraising on the day – eg auctioning of any of 6 wheel barrows donated by Tarmac could possibly be donated to the DEC Ukraine appeal.

Resolved


To set aside the sum of up to £500 to underwrite the costs of the celebration weekend.
11.
Financial Report

11.1 Review of the Parish Council’s Risk Register

The Council’s Risk register was reviewed and was deemed satisfactory.
Resolved

The Council resolved to approve the renewal of the risk register as it currently stands with the deletion of the Clerk holding keys for the hall.                                                                                                              
11.2 Approval of arrangements for 2021-22 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
The internal audit had not been conducted before the meeting. As the Council have a new Internal Auditor there has not been time between getting the paperwork ready and being able to fit into the new Internal Auditor’s schedule before the meeting. It was proposed to approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting Statement sections of the AGAR before the internal audit. This was on the condition that if the internal audit proved unsatisfactory the Council would reconvene after any amendments required to the statements had been completed and re-sign the amended replacement statements.
Resolved

To sign the statements subject to any comments arising from the internal audit.
11.3 Approval of the Annual Governance Statement for 2021-22   
Resolved
The Annual Governance Statement was approved and signed subject to the Internal Audit.
11.4 To approve the Accounting Statement for the year 
Resolved.
The Accounting Statement was approved and signed subject to the Internal Audit.
11.5 Progress against the Budget to date

The spreadsheet showing payments to date was tabled, for information.
11.6 To agree payments in accordance with the Budget

Resolved:

                That the following payments be agreed in accordance with the Budget.
	Payments
	Gross
	Net
	VAT

	N Ideson (salary Mar)
	649.52
	
	

	N Ideson (expenses Mar)
	49.63
	
	

	Hallett & Co Solicitors (The wheel ACV prep)
	339.00
	285.00
	54.00

	MH Goals
	917.00
	764.17
	152.83

	
	
	
	

	N Ideson ( salary April)
	660.79
	
	

	Back dated salary after 21/22 national salary increase
	149.80
	
	

	N Ideson (expenses April)
	132.87
	
	

	KALC
	486.67
	405.56
	81.11

	ICO
	40.00
	
	

	Air Ambulance donation
	120.00
	
	


	Receipts
	£

	
	

	Lloyds Bank interest (Feb & Mar)
	0.25

	Members Grant Cllr Krause
	2000

	HMRC VAT refund
	558.26


Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):  £ 42245.50 31st March 2022
Balance (No 2 account):  £ 3.41
Balance (Eye account):  £  3939.31
11.7 Report on works to which the Parish Council is committed
Garden of Remembrance Hedge Ongoing maintenance required
Highway improvement works Report on consultation and works preparation progress. Cllrs Bartlett & Drury - an update will be circulated.
Asset register list of works 

Installation of goal posts to be arranged by Cllr Lister
Painting and decorating works to the notice boards and pedestrian access railings to be organised by the Clerk 

Stabilizing of the village triangle sign to be assessed by Cllr Bainbridge

To clean and remove vegetation from the bus shelter -Cllr Drury
To resolve the repositioning of the Tutt Hill notice board – Cllr Wyatt

12.  Planning matters

12.1  Planning applications  
12.1.1 22/00506/AS 11 Tutt Hill Cottages, Westwell Lane

Proposed construction of two storey side and rear extensions; Construction of front porch to South East elevation and conversion of loft space to habitual accommodation with associated

fenestration
Councillors commented that no additional parking is set to be installed at this property that is positioned on a lane that is already a congested through route; Access to the back will be removed. The vast changes to the property will result in the building becoming visually alien compared to neighbouring properties; The front facing of the façade onto the lane is heavy, other properties have decided to extend out to the rear; Different outside materials will interfere with the street scene which will increase the effect of terracing as there is not much gap between properties and the extension will occupy the whole boundary of the property. As the site is on the fringes of the countryside the character of the lane relies on the look throughs so you can see the green countryside behind the properties. There are too many velux windows resulting in a visual impact; The 3rd storey and the roof porch is large and over bearing and completely out of character for the area; Takes away from a row of semi-detached houses to a large town house meaning the net effect is inappropriate due to the immediate environment.
Resolved:

The council resolved to object to this application for the reasons above that make this application out of character and inappropriate to the area. Detailed comments will be submitted to ABC.

ACTION  NI/CD
12.1.2  22/00418/AS Ratification of comment. Elden, 61 Sandyhurst Lane.
Proposed Single storey side and rear extension

The council has considered this non contentious planning application. The decision was agreed via email and submitted to ABC in time for the deadline

Resolved:

The planning comments for the above application to raise no objection were ratified.
12.2 Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda

12.2.1 22/00558/AS St Helens, Westwell Lane
Proposed replacement of existing conservatory with single storey rear extension and alterations and conversion of existing garage to provide ancillary access to the main house for a home office.
This planning application maintains the character of the area and is a modest development of the existing property.
Resolved
Resolved to comment that Westwell PC raise no objection
12.3  Matters arising from other planning applications
Elvey Cottage - The Clerk will forward the email enquiry to planning help to obtain an update.
13. Clerk’s report

13.1 Correspondence: 

The SLRA informed the council, via Cllr Bartlett on the day of the meeting, that they have already sought agreement with ABC to plant some trees for The Queen’s Green Canopy project on the green space at Hoads Wood Gardens. The exact planting plan will be arranged by Aspire. Westwell parish council appreciate being informed but advise they are not involved in this project as they do not own or maintain the land.


The Bus funding reduction questionnaire was completed and submitted. The completed questionnaire will be circulated.

13.2   
Clerk’s training:  The Clerk reported that she is nearly a third of the way into her CiLCA coursework. All of the coursework has been signed off by her mentor and is ready for submission. The Clerk was warmly congratulated on her  2nd clerk position – as Clerk to Northiam Parish Council .  
13.3
GDPR:  Nothing to report.
14. Reports from Parish Council representatives

14.1 KALC  - Cllr Drury will circulate a report. 
14.2
ACRK – Cllr Butcher reported that ACRK are half way through the feedback from the
independent review. Following that the director trustees will have a meeting along with the staff.
14.3
Highways  

The Clerk has received information from the Highways Steward. The A20 footpath work is
  


in the system but may be delayed until Operation Brock has ceased. This is because KCC  


are reluctant to obstruct the A20 with traffic lights due to the increased traffic movement  

from the M20. 
Sandyhurst Lane resurfacing - The inspectors have been out to assess Sandyhurst Lane     for resurfacing prior to the HiP traffic calming measures being installed. Sandyhurst Lane does have minor surface erosion but the Inspectors have reported that this is acceptable. A couple of potholes and patches have been marked and approved for repair.


14.4
Tree Warden  The annual walkabout is to be arranged. 
14.5
Parish Hall Management Committee Cllr Bainbridge noted that the hall now has

superfast broadband 
14.6
Parish Forum Feedback Cllr Drury to circulate a note. The topic was Anti Social Behaviour  
15. Items for the next Parish Council meeting

15.1 HiP progress update

15.2 To consider any findings from the internal audit

15.3 Broadband 
 16.. Date of future Parish Council meetings 
  5th July, 6th Sept, 1st November  2022
The meeting closed at 9.40pm 
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