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Westwell Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Wednesday 3 September 2025 at 7pm, Westwell Village Hall, Westwell

Open Forum

No members of the public were present.

Kent County ClIr Eustace advised that KCC is formulating a response to the proposed Local
Government Reorganisation into unitary authorities and, in that response, seeking answers on the
questions of how the change will be funded, managing existing debt, and the expected costs for
administering each of the new authorities.

He said he would make sure that KCC highways engaged with ABC on consultations for the Local
Plan 2042 and said that KCC wanted education and utility companies to have a statutory view on the
Plan versus being merely consulted. He said whole infrastructure discussions needed to happen.
Cllr Eustace encouraged Clirs to make an application for KCC ClIr grant funding — possibly for the HiP
works already in the pipeline — by the end of October.

Present and apologies

Present: Clirs Bainbridge, Drury, Ward, Hutchinson, Wyatt, Farrington, Richards, Bartlett. Clerk —
Sonia Young. Kent County CllIr Eustace.

Apologies: Clir Lister

Declarations of Interest

All those Clirs living close to sites submitted under the call for sites for the 2042 Local Plan. No Clirs
have pecuniary interests to declare.

Other Significant Interest (OSI)

Cllr Drury - Local Plan 2042.

4.1 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 6 August 2025 and matters arising.

Resolved:

That the minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 6 August 2025 be approved
and confirmed as a true record.

Proposed: Clir Drury. Seconded: ClIr Richards. All in agreement. Clir Hutchinson abstained as not
present at the August meeting.

Resolved:

It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting.

4.2 Matters Arising

- ABC (dog) waste bin Westwell Cemetery. ABC will not move its waste bin, so it was deemed
appropriate to look at a commercial waste contracting service to replace the existing cemetery bin.
Resolved:

That WPC spend money on a (monthly) commercial waste emptying service at Westwell Cemetery
- subject to confirmation of costs.

Proposed: Clir Bainbridge Seconded: Clir Ward. All in agreement.

Resolved:

WPC resolved to spend money on a commercial waste emptying service for the cemetery (subject to
final confirmation of costs).

Action: Clerk

- SLRA meeting with Katie Lam MP about M20 noise reduction.

No update available. Clir Bartlett to follow up with SLRA and update Clirs at the next meeting.
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Action: ClIr Bainbridge to draft a letter to send to parishes also impacted by M20 noise. WPC wants
to form a united and co-ordinated group of parishes to ensure the long-promised improvements
stay on the agenda for local MPs and Highways England and — after more than thirty years — are
actually budgeted and undertaken.

Action: ClIr Bainbridge

Adult gym equipment training

ClIr Farrington proposed that Spring would be a more appropriate time to hold the second
taster session on the outdoor adult gym rig given autumn weather and darker evenings. Clirs
agreed.

Cemetery signage

The sign has been collected. Installation pending adjacent to the cemetery standpipe to
optimise visibility.

Action: ClIr Hutchinson

Cemetery health and safety

The migration of St Mary’s was noted in the WPC minutes for 1972. WPC is confirmed as 100%
responsible for the safety of all memorials and the perimeter wall.

Parish projects

A page in Westwell Eye carried details of the proposed projects and asked parishioners for
comment. None as yet received.

Community Resilience Plan

Clirs Ward and Bartlett are drafting an editorial for inclusion in the next issue of The Eye about
the proposed Plan, why it is needed, and what, for example, would be useful to have in an
emergency pack.

Decision Items

5

5.1 Planning applications received for comment

5.1.1 PA/2025/1525 — 12 Sandyhurst Lane TN25 4NS

WPC view: This is a new application for a modified extension to that approved under
2025/1084. This is for a slightly smaller overall size (by approx. 15%), set in from the building
line with the neighbor at no 14, and extending less far into the garden, but sitting
symmetrically across the rear of the property. This is an improvement in design. The roof light
will be twice as large as approved under 1084, but the area of upward facing glass would still
be less than the existing conservatory that will be demolished. Overall, this is considered as an
improvement in design with similar negligible impacts on character of the area and neighbour
amenity.

Resolved

It was proposed to raise no objection.

Proposed: ClIr Drury. Seconded: Clir Wyatt. All in agreement.

Resolved.

5.2 Update on Planning Matters in progress

5.2.1 Works at the Sandbar Business Park

There is no change to the situation as shown on the planning portal: the discharge of the
lighting conditions (OTH/2025/0655) remains “under consideration and WPC’s 2" comments
have not been posted to the portal, but have been confirmed as received and with the
planning officer. WPC’s monitoring of the site will continue on behalf of residents via liaison
meetings with the applicant’s planning agent, Helen Locking, and the contractor’s lead contact,
Auramis. The WPC chairman is arranging the next liaison meeting for November.

Action: ClIr Bainbridge

5.2.2 ABC Local Plan 2042

WPC is organising two evening drop-in sessions at the village hall for local residents to view the
outline maps of the areas identified for development vs specific sites, and ask questions about
the consultation. The first will take place on 17 September.

SLRA is proposing to submit its own comment to the consultation before the deadline of 13
October.
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WPC is hoping to work with Hothfield Parish Council and Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parish
Council to look at some of the general development areas identified and which overlap

parishes, before preparing comment on specific points in the consultation.

WPC Clirs Bainbridge and Farrington will take on the lion’s share of the work and draft
comments for approval by full council. Cllr Drury will provide technical input from a statutory

standpoint.

5.1.3 Elvey Cottage — appeal to Planning Inspectorate vs planning enforcement

Action: ClIr Bainbridge will reach out to the ABC enforcement officer about the next steps.

6. 6.1 Financial Report

6.1.1 Approval of payments for September in accordance with the budget

WPC main account

Expenditure to approve Method £

for Sept 2025

Salary payment Clerk BACS 946.40

September

Tax and NI HMRC BACS 368.75

Mowing inv 5297 All Seasons BACS 678.60
Gardening Services

Cemetery fencing Mark Mealham BACS 560.00

Supplies to refresh and Reimburse Peter BACS 32.40

repair the picnic benches Hewitt

Expenses Reimburse the Clerk BACS 63.69

Total £3034.71

Income

Cemetery double plot Parishioner BACS 500.00

Total £500.00

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31 August 2025: £9, 926.54 less unpresented cheques as follows:

Actual balance = £9,926.54 as at 31 August 2025

WPC deposit account
Expenditure £
Total £00.00
Income
11 August Interest BACS 29.51
Total £29.51

Bank Reconciliation Balance £46, 652.38 as at 31 August 2025 less un-presented cheques as

follows:

Actual balance: £46, 652.38 as at 31 August 2025

£2,100 picnic tables
£374 health safety
signage

£450 tidy undergrowth
Gold Hill

£340 plot map

General reserve 17,312.19
Grant 2,279
HiP 7,859.42
Deposit 15,937.77
Special reserves: 3264.00
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*Interest added to the General Reserve
WPC No 2 Account

Expenditure Cheque No £
Total £00.00
Income

Total £00.00

Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 31 August 2025. Actual balance = £3.44 at 31 August
2025.

Resolved

WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the
budget.

Proposed: Clir Bainbridge. Seconded: ClIr Hutchinson. All in agreement.

Resolved. WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance with
the budget.

Information items

7.
8.

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

7.1 Correspondence

8.1 Playground

8.1.1 Kids’ climbing frame

The clerk has submitted a grant application to KCC Sport for funds to purchase the item.
9.1 Cemetery

9.1.1 Wrought Iron fence

The fence has been installed and finalises work to upgrade and refurbish the cemetery.

9.1.2 Memorial risk assessments

Discussed under Item 4) Matters Arising. Cllrs Wyatt and Richards will assess memorials in
Westwell Cemetery and report back at the next meeting.

Action: clerk to prepare a WPC policy to cover the maintenance of health and safety at both
the closed cemetery at St Mary’s and Westwell Cemetery.

10.1 KALC Meeting

No meeting.
11.1 Highways

11.2 HiP 2025

The Clerk has messaged East Kent Highways team for clarification on when the clock on costs
for the HiP 2025 commences.

12.1 Village Hall Management Committee

ClIr Farrington said there had been a water leak through a window that needed to be repaired.
Estimates for the cost of installing a sturdy storage unit adjacent to the village hall will be
circulated to all Clirs by ClIr Farrington, along with suggestions on the most appropriate type
and size of unit.

13.1 Parish Priority Projects

Clir Bainbridge has submitted a reminder article for Westwell Eye; it will also be circulated via
Facebook and the Westwell Events page to encourage comment on the proposed projects.
14.1 Westwell Eye

A report will be circulated by the Clerk to all ClIrs after the meeting.

15.1 Community Resilience Plan

See Matters Arising Item 4)

Annual Village Fete

16.1 WPC congratulated the new Fete organising team and thanked them for running such a
well-supported fete on the August Bank Holiday weekend. The organising team is waiting for
the final reconciliation balance of the total amount of funds raised. Clir Hutchinson will report
on the audited amount at the October meeting and also how —and to whom - the funds will be
apportioned.
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17. Additional Items

17.1 ClIr Bainbridge will write to the ABC Housing Officer for clarification on whether a house in

the village is — or isn’t — currently vacant as neighbours are concerned that the property is
empty and rubbish left uncleared in the garden.
Action: ClIr Bainbridge

17.1.1 ClIr Wyatt said that scaffolding at St Mary’s will be in situ for longer than anticipated.

The meeting closed at 20. 45 hrs. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 October 2025.

Chairman’s Signature
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