STWELL P

S SH COUNCIL
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Westwell Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Wednesday 5 June 2024 at 7pm, Westwell Parish Hall

Open Forum
No members of the public were present.

Present and apologies

Present: Cllrs Drury, Bainbridge, Farrington, Lister, Butcher, Richards, and Wyatt. Clerk — Sonia
Young

Apologies: Clirs Bartlett and Hutchinson.

. Declarations of Interest

All those Clirs living close to sites submitted under the call for sites for the 2041 Local Plan (Item
5.2.1) but not yet considered by ABC. No Clirs have pecuniary interests to declare.

4.1 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 8 May 2024 and matters arising.
Resolved:

That the minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 8 May 2024 be approved
and confirmed as a true record.

Proposed: ClIr Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Lister. All in agreement.

Resolved. It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting.

4.1.1 ClIr Bainbridge met Dwyer Engineering Services on site to discuss and secure estimates
for the installation of a ‘hammerhead’ turn on the green outside St Mary’s. Also, an estimate
for the repair to the village hall access road and French drain which would be part repair and
part new. It was agreed that it would be prudent to consult ABC tree officer Phil Cook to check
that the roots of the mature tree on the green would not be damaged by the installation of the
hammerhead. It was also agreed that a diagram of exactly where the hammerhead turn will be
built would be a helpful visual aid and ensure all Clirs were clear on the positioning.

Action: ClIr Bainbridge to circulate the estimates and secure a drawing for inspection and
confirmation at the July meeting.

4.2 Borough Councillor’s Report — none received.

5.1. Planning applications received for comment.

5.1.1 PA/2024/0745 - Ripple Court, Watery Lane, Westwell

Proposed new outbuilding to replace current derelict outbuilding.

Comments on this application were deferred at the WPC meeting on 8 May pending
clarification on the listed building context and amended drawings. ABC have clarified as
follows:

The application at Ripple Court does not require a Listed Building Consent application as the
outbuilding itself is not listed nor is it curtilage listed. It is simply within the curtilage of a listed
building.

Revised plans have been submitted with smaller windows on the front and side elevations.
The application is to replace a single storey outbuilding that has a low-pitched roof and was
originally a stable and then a garage and store. It is now leaking and unrepairable i.e. derelict.
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The application is for a replacement single storey outbuilding on the same footprint. By making
a steeper roof pitch the ridge height is increased to provide a usable loft space. The outbuilding
remains much lower and smaller than the house it serves. There are no near neighbours as the
house and outbuildings are surrounded by the rest of the property.

Resolved

It was proposed to support the application.

Proposed: Clir Wyatt. Seconded: Clir Richards. All in agreement.

It was resolved to support the application.

NOTE: Before the WPC comment and resolution could be uploaded to the ABC public planning
portal, the applicant was advised by ABC planning that they had a query about the relationship
of the outbuilding to the house. The applicant’s agent has withdrawn the application while this
is discussed. As the application is currently shown as withdrawn WPC’s comments have not
been submitted.

5.1.2 PA/2024/0865 - 158 Sandyhurst Lane, TN25 4NX

Front extension to form an additional/enlarged garage area.

This is a new application at this property. It follows the refusal of application PA/2022/3024 -
for a detached pitch roof double garage close to the front boundary of the property, about
which the planning officer commented: “on siting, scale and design” would have appeared as
an “incongruous and unsympathetic addition”. This application is for a front extension to the
existing integral garage. The forward build line would respect the build line of houses along this
part of Sandyhurst Lane. The extension would be single storey with a flat roof raised by a
mansard style pitched roof surround on the front elevations and a sloping roof to the rear,
however the extension height remains below the front porch gable height. This is a
proportionate extension in design and scale and in keeping with the character of this part of
Sandyhurst Lane. There are no new windows overlooking no 162 adjacent.

Resolved

It was proposed to support the application.

Proposed: ClIr Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Lister. All in agreement.

It was resolved to support the application.

5.2 Other planning matters

5.2.1 ABC Call for Sites for the Local Plan 2041 — update
Clir Drury advised that ABC had revised its thinking about how to progress the local plan
and as such:

e The plan was likely to be re-dated to Local Plan 2042

e The first draft was now likely to publish in April 2025 rather than Sept 24 as originally
expected.

e Contacts with parishes, originally suggested for spring 2024, would be replaced with eight
public engagement events in July and August. These will be around the borough and open
to all. WPC will be alert to notification of dates and promote the dates and venues to alert
residents.

e WPC will feed its comments to the site submissions as soon as every proposed site has
been reviewed - likely by the end of June.

e  KALC has a planning group considering the issues: e.g. strategic sites of common interest
across parishes; infrastructure issues; planning policies that need amending/updating. Its
first meeting will take place on Friday 7 June and Clir Drury will attend.

e The Sandyhurst Lane Resident’s Association has expressed an interest in holding a public
meeting with the promoter/ developer of any site in the SLRA area that is shortlisted into
the first draft of sites being considered by ABC.

5.2.3 Elvey Cottage Enforcement

The Clerk advised that communication had been received from the ABC enforcement team

that a site visit had taken place, and their findings would be fed into discussions with

colleagues in ABC Legal Services.

5.2.4 PA/ 2023/0283

Erection of three detached sustainable dwelling houses with associated access, parking,

ecological enhancements, and landscaping on land adjacent to Holly Cottage.

Parish Council Minutes 5June 2024 Initial............
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The Planning Inspector is considering all documents submitted. WPC reconfirmed its original
submission and did not submit further comments.

5.2.5 Land at Sandbar Business Park (formerly known as APTA pots site)

A resident contacted WPC to advise that they had noted that building work was taking place at
the site and was very concerned in regard to what planning permissions — if any — existed to allow
any such works to take place.

A number of WPC CllIrs visited the site and observed the works taking place.

Action: ClIr Drury will draft a letter for Clirs to approve and then The Clerk will submit that to ABC
Planning Enforcement team, copied to ABC Head of Planning Simon Cole and Borough Councillor
Larry Krause and which will query the legality of the work happening at the site.

6. 6.1 Cemetery

6.1.1 Approvals

To approve a memorial for Annette Christine Epps, nee Riddell at plot 405.

Approval proposed: Clir Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Richards. All in agreement.

It was resolved to approve the memorial as submitted.

6.1.2 Re-numbering of graves

To approve the renumbering of three graves to align with actual locations and the registers to
be updated accordingly.

Brooksbank from 473 to 448

Strudwick from 476 to 445

Sheild-Bull from 477 to 444.

Approval proposed: ClIr Drury. Seconded: Clir Wyatt. All in agreement.

It was resolved to approval the renumbering as noted.

6.1.3 Project to have a searchable version of the ledger information - update.

A new spreadsheet originated by Cllr Wyatt is searchable and all purchased plots have been
added. A PDf of the ledger in Plot order with some descriptive detail is now available as a
reference to identify occupied, purchased, and available plots.
The next in line available plots have been identified as 417, 419, 434, 436, 443, 441.

6.1.4 Project to complete the scan map with ledger data and the ashes plots.

6.1.5 Project to integrate the map and data to locate plots.

A PDF and jpeg scan of the existing plan with all used and purchased plots is now ready to send to
RL Surveys to overlay and update the survey scan as per the original quote. RL to also number the
ashes plots A1, A2 etc and to review the outturn of the overlay exercise and finalise a current
definitive map.
Action: The Clerk.

Other cemetery matters
WPC will now work towards creating a walkable path to the edge of the cemetery by trimming
back vegetation.
Action: All Seasons to be asked to undertake the work. ClIr Farrington to liaise.
Clir Drury noticed box blight on the planting that delineate the ashes plots and bought a dozen
new box balls to replace them, but in discussion with Cllrs Richards and Farrington it was decided
it was more likely the plants were now ravaged by box moth and it would be better to replace
with Yew seedlings instead of the box balls. ClIr Richards to investigate yew. Cllr Drury has some.
Action: Clirs Richards and Drury.
An overgrown shrub in plot number 297 (C Lambeth) requires attention. To be removed
Action: CllIr Drury
Cemetery access and vegetation management to be reviewed with the immediate neighbours.
Action: CllIrs Bainbridge and Drury.
The clerk confirmed that the leak to the cemetery water pipe had been repaired.

Parish Council Minutes 5June 2024 Initial............
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7. Financial Report
7.1.1 Approval of payments in accordance with the budget (circulated in advance of the
meeting)

WPC main account

Expenditure to Method £

approve for

June 2024

Salary payment | The Clerk BACS 765.86

June

Tax & NI HMRC BACS 191.60

Mowing inv All Seasons Gardening Services BACS 632.94

4690

Repair to M A Brice & Sons BACS 60.00

cemetery pipe

ICO Annual charge 40.00

Gallagher Annual insurance 772.44

Total £2,462.84

Income

VAT return HMRC BACS 4,204.78

Total £4.204.78
Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31 May 2024 = £18, 735.78 less unpresented cheques as
follows

Actual balance = £18, 735.78 as at 31 May 2024
WPC deposit account

Expenditure £

Total

Income

9 May Interest BACS 48.12

Total £48.12

Bank Reconciliation Balance £44, 997.88 at 31 May 2024 Less un-presented cheques as
follows:

Actual balance = £44, 997.88 as at 31 May 2024

General reserve 18.921.69
Grant £2,279
HiP 7,859.42
Deposit £15,937.77
WPC No 2 Account

Total £00.00
Income

Total £00.00

Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 31 May 2024
Actual balance = £3.44 at 31 May 2024

Parish Council Minutes 5June 2024 Initial............
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Resolved

WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the
budget.

Proposed: Clir Lister. Seconded: Clir Bainbridge. All in agreement.

WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance with the
budget.

7.2 Proposal to approve the revaluation of the village hall within the Asset Register to its
current insurance value of 562k.

Resolved

It was proposed to approve the new insurance valuation.

Proposed: Clir Bainbridge. Seconded: Clir Lister. All in agreement.

Resolved. WPC approved the new insurance valuation for the Asset Register.

7.3 Proposal to reverse the £2,500 moved from the General Reserve into the current account
in April to meet payments at year end before the precept was paid by ABC.

Resolved

WPC resolved to move the £2,500 back into the General Reserve.

Proposed: ClIr Farrington. Seconded: ClIr Butcher. All in agreement.

Resolved. WPC approved the transfer.

7.4 Grant applications

The clerk confirmed that two grant applications had been submitted to ABC — one bid to install
solar panelling and battery storage at the village hall and the other bid, for funds to install
outdoor adult gym equipment to replace the climbing net. Chair Clir Drury thanked all of those
who worked to secure estimates and make the necessary submissions at very short notice.

7.5 Dates for the exercise of Public Rights under the AGAR for the year ending 31 March
2024.

The Clerk confirmed the dates as running from Monday 10 June to Friday 19 July.

Documents are posted on the 4 parish notice boards.

Information items
8. Correspondence

9. 9.1 KALC
The new chair is Peter Barker from Great Chart and Singleton PC. Paul Bartlett is vice-chair.

10. 10.1 Highways
It was agreed to ask KCC highways steward Thomas Anderson to come to Westwell to review
works required, particularly the dangerous ditch at Watery Lane that has still not been sorted
and made safe by KCC highways.
Action: ClIr Lister and Clir Drury to follow up.

11. 11.1 Village Hall Management Committee
Cllr Bainbridge confirmed that the new patio doors have been ordered and installation is
imminent. The annual insurance premium has just been paid so ClIr Bainbridge will forward the
detail and invoice to The Clerk so that the WPC ‘s 50% share can be calculated and added to
the accounts for approval at the July meeting.

12. 12.1 Management of the trees on Gold Hill
Nothing has progressed, so all involved need to be contacted — particularly about the tree
application.
Action: ClIrs Drury and Farrington.

Parish Council Minutes 5June 2024 Initial............



1250

13. 13.1 Westwell Eye
The Working Group is in discussion and will report at the next meeting to advise on how late

paying advertisers in the Eye will be chased.

14. Additional items
Arrangements for the 80" Anniversary Celebrations of D-Day
The flag to be raised on village flagpole at 9am. An event on the Village triangle to start at
8.45pm with drinks and refreshments and a collection for the Army Benevolent Fund. The
national tribute will be read at 9.10 and the beacon lit at 9.15 as instruction by the National
Pageant master Bruno Peek. Drinks include Spitfire beer and Westwell Wine
Cllr Hutchinson will raise the village flag and Frank Dwyer will light the beacon.
Details have been widely publicised, and a good turnout is hoped for.

The meeting closed at 21.00 hrs. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 10 July.
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