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Westwell Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council 
Held on Wednesday 7 August 2024 at 7pm, Westwell Parish Hall 

 
 

1. Open Forum – call for sites 2042 
Over 30 members of the public were present for an explanation of the Local plan timetable 
and discussion around the questionnaire ABC have issued for the current community 
engagement stage that ends 16 on Sept 16. The timetable is that following the call for sites in 
Sept 2023, over 300 sites were submitted across the borough of which 15 are in or very close 
to the parish boundary. The 300+ gives ABC a large number to choose from to draw up a plan.  
ABC are using 2024 to work out what the plan has to deliver: how many houses, employment 
sites etc and to collect the evidence they need for the plan, and to listen to communities. The 
first draft of the Local Plan 2042 is expected in April 2025. This starts a formal process of 
consultation and amendment and examination in public hearings by a planning inspector, that 
will get to a new adopted plan in April 2027, that will replace the present 2030 Local Plan. The 
Local Plan 2042 will then be the primary reference to guide planning decisions as is the present 
2030 Plan now. This is a long rolling process.    In the discussion of issues, it was felt that Brock 
was being misused – too often and for too long, leading to unacceptable congestion and noise 
on the A20.  More control is also needed over statutory providers – water, gas etc because 
road closures and traffic lights cause chaos on the road network.  The developer’s site 
submissions were promoting the A20 as a growth corridor. The section through Westwell and 
Hothfield parishes should be recognised as what it is: a green corridor – linking the Warren and 
Hothfield Common.  It was noted that with the present stage of so many sites being considered 
- and with none eliminated- it was creating a very difficult situation for some landowners who 
are under great pressure to sign option agreements that could totally change their lives and 
businesses if the sites were to be taken forward into the plan. The ABC questionnaire invites 
comments on sites – those in Westwell will be discussed at the next PC meeting on 4 Sept.  
Everyone was also encouraged to attend the ABC drop-in event at Sandyacres on 12 August 2-
8pm. 

2. Present and apologies 
Present: Cllrs Drury, Bainbridge, Hutchinson, Richards, Farrington, Lister, and Wyatt. Clerk – Sonia 
Young 
Apologies: Cllr Bartlett 

  3.   Declarations of Interest 
All those Cllrs living close to sites submitted under the call for sites for the 2041 Local Plan. No Cllrs 
have pecuniary interests to declare. 

4.     4.1 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2024 and matters arising. 
Resolved: 
That the minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 10 July 2024 be 
approved and confirmed as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Hutchinson. Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement. Cllr Richards abstained as 
not present at the 10 July meeting.  
Resolved. It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
4.1.1 WPC was not successful in its bid for a grant to install solar panelling on the Village Hall. 
The Village Hall Management Committee will now submit an application to KCC for a 5k grant 
towards the hoped-for installation.  
4.1.2 WPC is waiting for a diagram from Dwyer Engineering to show where the hammerhead 
turn will be built before it can approve the estimate submitted for the combined works on the 
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access road to St Mary’s and the modification of the existing French drain on the parish hall 
access road.  The St Mary’s  access modification is a continuation  of works successfully 
installed by Dwyer Engineering in 2016.   
Action: Cllr Bainbridge to follow up with Dwyer Engineering.       

5.      5.1. Planning applications received for comment. 
5.1.1 PA/2024/1259 – Hawthorn House, Maidstone Road, TN25 4NU  
Three-storey side extension and loft extension above the garage.  
The existing property is one of a pair built a few years ago in the large garden of Ambleside – a 
semi-detached property on the A20 east of Potters Corner. Hawthorn House is the rear of the 
two and backs onto the steeply sloping woods of Hoads Wood which is an extension of the 
Warren. Also to the rear are the backs of the large, detached houses of Potters Close which 
were built behind Sandyhurst Lane. The steep topography and the extensive tree cover mean 
that each property is well secluded from overlooking.   
The proposal is to infill the footprint of the property to make use of the space between the 
currently detached garage and the main house.  The proposals will not significantly increase 
the massing of the property and are in line with design of the house and are unlikely to be of 
concern to neighbours once the work is done. There will be some disturbance to the other 
house in the plot during construction, with materials deliveries and work vehicles, but this 
should be manageable between neighbours. WPC views the application as proportionate infill.  
It was proposed to support the application.  
Proposed: Cllr Drury Seconded: Cllr Bainbridge. All in agreement.  
It was resolved to support the application.  
5.1.2 PA/2024/1175 and 1189 The Downings, Westwell TN25 4LQ 
Single-storey side extension following the demolition of the existing conservatory and W.C.  

                         Ratification of the decision taken by email to support the application.  
Resolved 
It was proposed to ratify the decision taken by email to support the application.   
Proposed: Cllr Hutchinson Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement. 

         5.2  Other Planning Matters 
5.2.1 Update on works at Sandbar Business Park 

       Cllr Drury advised that work is continuing on the site. The ABC enforcement officer Heidi 
Mangold is pressing the owner and the agent to respond to a number of points of clarification 
and ABC have asked the neighbours adjacent to keep a log sheet of concerns. There was no 
construction management plan condition when the application was approved for Apta pots in 
2016. The main issue, apart from the uncertainty about the future use of the site, is the current 
periods of very loud noise to punch out and dig up the concrete road across the site. This is 
very disturbing to neighbours and makes the mental health practitioner business at Lake House 
almost impossible. The formal liaison and control of construction operations needs to come 
from ABC enforcement. The parish council met with a small group of neighbours and 
practitioners at Lake House on 24 July and it is hoped that an effective informal liaison group 
with contractors will be possible as soon as Heidi has made progress on her formal contacts. 
Relations with contractors are perfectly reasonable, it is just that the tasks they have to do are 
at present not compatible with a neighbouring business that depends on relative tranquillity 
and is also very disturbing to the surrounding community. 
ABC solid hoarding has been erected at the front of the site. The contractors say the owner is 
implementing the approved application for an office, a storage building, open storage and 
parking areas. As Apta sold up and had moved to Yorkshire, WPC raised questions with ABC. In 
a reply, the ABC enforcement officer confirmed that the works had been started after the 
original permissions were given by ABC and, as such, were viewed by ABC as a continuation of 
the original approved works.  
A code of conduct was successfully established with Tarmac in Watery Lane – another business 
in a sensitive rural location in the parish. This could also be the aim for this site. The 
contractors have said that the construction of a soundproofed fence along the Lake House 
boundary is to be done first. This may help with some of the construction noise, but not the 
concrete road removal as it is on higher ground and the sound is so great that much of Tutt Hill 
and Ram Lane is disturbed by it.   
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Cllrs agreed that it might be appropriate, with the okay and involvement of ABC enforcement 
officer Heidi Mangold, to set up a liaison group between all involved parties.  
Action: clerk to contact Heidi Mangold.  
Action: Cllr Drury to contact Hothfield PC, and ABC Borough Councillors Larry Krause and Claire 
Bell.  
5.2.2 Update on Notice of Enforcement – Elvey Cottage 
Assistant Director of Planning and Development Simon Cole has confirmed, definitively, that 
enforcement action will not expire on 4 August 2024 and that the legal case is ongoing.  
Action: Clerk to thank ABC for its helpful reply. 
5.2.3 Local Plan 2042 
Cllrs agreed that it would be appropriate – following the Open Forum at the August meeting 
and the sessions held by ABC at Sandyacres of 12 August - to draft the feedback for each 
proposed site, and to present that document at another Open Forum starting at 6pm at the 4 
September meeting. It was also proposed to have an ‘A’ board at the Westwell village fete on 
25 August to promote the 4 September meeting and show the plan of the sites submitted 
within the parish.  

6.  6.1 Cemetery  
 6.1.1 Update on the integrated scanning map 
 The updated map has been produced. 
 Action: Cllrs Drury and Wyatt to review and comment back to RL Surveys on queries raised. 
 6.2.1 Other cemetery matters  
 6.2.2 To approve a request for kerbing around an existing plot - number 445 
Cllrs agreed to approve the request as an exception for an existing grave, but with the caveat 
that all work must be done within a reasonable timeframe.  
Approval proposed: Cllr Wyatt Seconded: Cllr Bainbridge All in agreement. 
6.2.3 Query over sold cemetery plot numbered 476 
WPC resolved that the query was better sorted outside of the WPC meeting by the clerk in 
liaison with the parties involved.  
Proposed: Cllr Farrington. Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement 
It was resolved to handle the matter outside of the meeting.  
Action: clerk to pick up on the matter direct with the parties involved.  
6.2.3 Replacement of the box hedging to delineate the area for ashes. 
Cllr Richards has removed the dead box hedging. She proposed that as this was the fourth set 
of hedging to have failed to thrive in this location, a low picket fence would be a better long-
term solution and look smart. All Cllrs agreed with the suggestion.  
Action: Cllr Richard to source appropriate fencing as described, and report on the proposed 
costs of purchase and installation at the next meeting.  

7. Financial Report 
7.1.1 Approval of payments in accordance with the budget (circulated in advance of the 
meeting) 

WPC main account 

Expenditure to 
approve for 
August 2024
  

 Method £ 

Salary payment 
August 

The Clerk BACS 791.20 

Tax & NI HMRC BACS 197.80 

Mowing inv 
4780 

All Seasons Gardening Services BACS 632.94 

Clerk expenses 
April - Aug 

Reimburse clerk  62.94 

Total    £1,1684.88 

 

Income    
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Memorial 
approval fee 

Cleverly Ltd BACS 150.00 

Total    £150.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31st July 2024 = £12, 614.94 less unpresented cheques as 
follows 

    

Actual balance = £12, 614.94 as at 31st July 2024 
WPC deposit account 

Expenditure
  

  £ 

Total    

 

Income    

9 July Interest  BACS 48.58 

Total   £48.58 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £47, 597.75 at 31st July 2024 Less un-presented cheques as 
follows: 

    

Actual balance = £47, 597.75 as at 31st July 2024 

General reserve 21,521.56 

Grant  £2, 279 

HiP 7,859.42 

Deposit  £15,937.77 

WPC No 2 Account  

Expenditure   £00.00 

 

Income    

Total    £00.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 31st July 2024 
Actual balance = £3.44 at 31st July 2024 
Resolved 
WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the 
budget. 
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge Seconded: Cllr Lister. All in agreement. 
WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance with the 
budget.  
7.1.2 Ratification of the decision taken by email to approve the July salary and HMRC 
payments for the clerk. 
Proposed: Cllr Lister. Seconded: Cllr Hutchinson. All in agreement.  

7.2 Other finance matters 
7.2.1 Match funding to install outdoor adult gym equipment.  
The clerk confirmed that a grant application to ABC had been successful which meant that 50% 
of the cost (net of VAT) had been secured towards the removal of the existing spider climbing 
net - now in poor condition - and in its place, an outdoor adult gym equipment installed. Cllrs 
will now look for other sources of funding, to put alongside monies from EPC reserves, to meet 
the remaining 50% cost of the works. 
Action: Cllr Drury to write to borough councillor Larry Kause to try and secure a borough 
councillor’s members’ grant towards the cost.  
Cllrs also agreed to review the amounts raised at the annual fete to see if some of the monies 
raised could also be assigned towards meeting the costs of the new equipment. Cllr Farrington 
and the clerk will meet with the prospective supplier Caloo on site to confirm the final details 
of groundworks, levels and timeframes.  
Action: the clerk to diarise a site meeting ahead of the 4 Sept WPC meeting.  
Resolved 
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WPC resolved to place the order for the new equipment with Caloo to make sure that it will be 
installed and fully used before the winter months set in, and to review the final funding at the 
September meeting.  
Proposed: Cllr Drury. Seconded: Cllr Farrington. All in agreement.  
It was resolved to order the new equipment subject to confirmation of a handful of 
outstanding queries at a site meeting.  

8.      8.1 Vacancy in the Office of Parish Councillor 
 The clerk confirmed that ABC Electoral Services would confirm on 8 August whether an 
election had been called by 10 electors following the resignation of Cllr Butcher.  
Action: Clerk to create a role description and advertisement for inclusion in the Westwell Eye 
and to be posted on the village noticeboards pending confirmation about whether an election 
will be called. It was agreed that a 6-week period of advertising would be appropriate.  
 

Information items 
9.      9.1 Correspondence 

Cllr Drury will attend the Making Space for Nature event on Sept 26th. The person who 
submitted Freedom of Information (FOI) requests on 13th July and 17th July, had written to 
confirm acceptance of the replies from WPC.  

10.      10.1 KALC 
Meeting minutes were circulated to all Cllrs by the Clerk. 

11.      11.1 Highways 
Action: Cllr Lister will chase up on a meeting with the East Kent highways steward Thomas 
Anderson.  

12.     12.1 Village Hall Management Committee 
Cllr Lucy Farrington was congratulated on her new role as chair of the Village Hall Management 
Committee.  She will take over 1 September from Cllr Bainbridge. Peter Hewitt has taken over 
as Treasurer. Cllr Bainbridge reported that the new doors from the hall to the recreation area 
were very behind schedule and would not, as hoped, be in place in time for the fete.   

13.      13.1 Management of trees on Gold Bank – update 
 The ABC tree officer has confirmed that it will not be necessary to incur the cost of a formal 
road closure while the works are undertaken. 
Action: Cllr Drury will organise a meeting with all parties to confirm: expected net costs, how 
the cutting will be managed, expected timescales and any insurance cover required.  

14.      14.1 Westwell Eye 
 Cllrs Bainbridge and Wyatt have met with Westwell Eye editor Carolyn Thorneloe and will 
present a full update at the 4 September meeting.     
Action: Cllr Bainbridge to write a report. 

15.     15.1 Additional items and date of next meeting 
         The Westwell Village Fete will take place on Sunday 25 August on the Bank Holiday weekend.  

 
 

The meeting closed at 21.05hrs. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4 September.  
 
 

 
Chairman’s Signature………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


