
1219 

 

 
Westwell Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council 
Held on Wednesday 6th December at 7pm, Westwell Parish Hall 

 
1. Open Forum 

One member of the public was present.  The matter raised was a doorstep approach to a resident of 
Watery lane from a representative of Dean Lewis Estates advising  that they were assembling a site 
for up to 1600 houses straddling both sides of the A20, and encouraging the resident to participate 
with their land. The issue was would they ‘miss out’ if they did not participate. The chair thanked 
the resident for sharing the information, and said that the call for sites stage of the Local plan 
produces many such ideas initially. This happened last time in 2016.  In the early months of 2024 it 
will become clear which might be considered for the new 2041 Local Plan, including any further land 
participation. There were A20 sites in the parish proposed previously, but none were included in the 
adopted version of the current 2030 Local Plan.   The parish council will publicise whatever 
information becomes available on which sites are being considered.  
 

2. Present and apologies 
Present: Cllrs Drury, (Chair), Bainbridge (Vice Chair), Farrington, Bartlett, Richards and Wyatt. Clerk – 
Sonia Young 
Apologies: Cllrs Butcher, Hutchinson and Lister. Borough Cllr: Larry Krause 

 
  3.    Declarations of Interest 

 None. 
       

4. Approval of the minutes of the meetings held on 8th November 2023 
Resolved: 
That the minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 8th November to be approved 
and confirmed as true records. 
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement. Cllrs Richards and Bartlett 
abstained as not present at the 8th November meeting. 
Resolved. It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
 
Matters Arising 

4.1 Cllr Bainbridge has spoken to the ABC Head of Economic Development Tom Jenkins about 
broadband provision across the borough and the provisions that ABC need still to make for 
Westwell as a rural area with poor connectivity. WPC will follow up the conversation with a 
letter so that ABC can act as advocates for change and investment on behalf of the parish.  
Action: Cllr Bainbridge to draft letter and circulate to all Cllrs for approval. Clerk to send. 

 
5.    Planning applications received for comment 

5.1 PA/2022/2068 Land at Watery Lane, TN24 4JL 
Change of use of the land for the stationing of three mobile homes for Gypsy/traveller 
occupation. Occupation ancillary to the existing site permitted under application 
12/200932/AS. Appeal date confirmed as 13 December 2023 10am. 
WPC will be represented at the appeal hearing by Chair Cllr Drury and Vice-chair Cllr 
Bainbridge. Cllr Drury said that ABC had been very thorough in their submission to the appeal 
hearing, summarising all points that WPC would also make. WPC will make a short statement 
as allowed.  
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5.2 Other planning matters 
5.2.1   
Resolution to ratify the reply to the pre-application invitation to comment on the installation 
of a new 25m shared telecoms mast at Tarmac Hothfield Asphalt Plant, Watery Lane, TN25 
4JJ. 
Comment made as follows: 
Thank you for writing to the Parish Council and providing an opportunity for us to look at the 
proposal. There is a need to improve connectivity, particularly in more rural areas and the 
Council would not object to the proposals.  
Your letter did not say what will happen to the existing mast and we were interested in 
whether it would now be surplus and dismantled or continue to be used. This will not affect 
our view, but we would be interested to know if you know the answer and can let us know 
please. 
Reply received: 
With regards to the existing mast, as it is owned by another third-party operator rather than 
our clients we cannot comment on the future of the installation. The purpose of our client’s 
application is to seek consent for shared infrastructure which could over time consolidate 
existing sites and reduce the need to increase smaller nearby structures.  
 
Westwell Parish Council resolved to ratify the comment submitted (as noted above). 
Proposed: Cllr Farrington. Seconded: Cllr Bainbridge. All in agreement. 
It was resolved to ratify the comment.  
 
5.2.2 
PA/2023/2231 29 Hoads Wood Gardens. 
Proposed conversion of attached garage.  
The property has normally sufficient off-street parking and other properties in this 
development have attached garages that have been converted or have planning permission to 
do so.  
Westwell Parish Council resolved to support the application. 
Proposed: Cllr Bartlett. Seconded: Cllr Richards. All in agreement. 
It was resolved to support the application.  

 
6. Financial Report 

6.1 Approval of payments in accordance with the budget 
WPC main account 

Expenditure to 
approve for Dec 
2023  

 Cheque No £ 

Training – 
cemetery and 
burial 
management 

KALC BACS 84.00 

Salary payment 
Dec 

S Young  BACS 1030.83 

Tax & NI HMRC BACS 336.53 

Salary payment 
(back pay) 

N Ideson BACS 146.40 

Mowing  All Seasons Gardening Services  BACS 558.40 

Total    £2156.16 

 

Income    

Insurance claim 
- shelter 

Hiscox BACS 1198.00 

Total    £1198.00 
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Bank Reconciliation Balance at 30th November 2023 = £12,374.83 less unpresented cheques 
as follows 

    

Actual balance = £12,374.83 at 30th November 2023 
 

WPC deposit account 

Expenditure
  

  £ 

Total   £00.00 

 

Income    

9 Nov Interest  BACS 17.58 

15 Nov internal 
transfer 

General reserve  23,428.90 

Total   £23,446.48 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £39,336.67 at 30th November 2023 Less un-presented cheques as 
follows: 

    

Actual balance = £39,366.67 at 30th November 2023 

General reserve £21,149.90 

Grant  £2, 279 

Deposit  £15,937.77 

 
WPC No 2 Account  

Expenditure
  

 Cheque No £ 

Total    £00.00 

 

Income    

Total    £00.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 30th November 2023 
Actual balance = £3.44 at 30th November 2023 
WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the budget.  
Proposed: Cllr Wyatt. Seconded: Cllr Bainbridge. All in agreement. 
Resolved. WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance 
with the budget.  
Action: Clerk 
 
6.2 Budget 2024-2025 – discussion and proposal for adoption 
The proposed budget of £31, 006 for the 2024-25 financial year was circulated by area of 
spend in advance of the meeting and discussed. Cllrs Lister, Hutchinson and Butcher resolved 
to approve the proposed budget spend by email prior to the meeting.  
Westwell Parish Council resolved to approve a budget spend for 2024-25 of £31,006.00. 
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Bartlett. All in agreement.  
Resolved. WPC approved the proposed budget spend.  
6.2.2 Precept claim 
The proposed precept claim was discussed. 
WPC resolved to follow the protocol established in prior years and to submit a precept claim 
of £29, 950 for the 2024-25 financial year which equates to a 4.9% increase over the precept 
claim 2023-24 and to meet the agreed additional budget spend from the General Reserve (if 
the expected cemetery income and interest does not materialise).  
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge.  Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement. 
Resolved: WPC approved the proposed precept claim.  
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Information items 
7. Correspondence 

An item will be included in the January Westwell Eye to encourage residents to sign up to ABC’s 
campaign to bring Eurostar services back to Ashford.  
WPC will also include an item to ask any resident who is being pestered or is an anxious about 
the call for sites in the Local Plan, to let WPC know.  

8. Highways update  
8.1 HiP project update 
WPC will be reimbursed approx. 7k of its contribution towards the HiP on Sandyhurst Lane. The 
works have reached the snagging stage and are not signed off until 12 months from installation. 
 The Chair will follow up the request for a sign on the reverse of the new Westwell village 
please drive carefully entry sign, and also advise Charlie Simkins of the reimbursement, which 
was due to KCC Highways recognising a billing error to the parish council.  

9. Cemetery 
9.1 Survey Project 
The project brief has been sent to two survey companies. Site visits with both companies will 
take place in January.  
Action: Clerk to finalise the dates for the visits. Cllrs Drury and Wyatt will attend with the clerk.  
9.1.2 Deed of Grant of Burial 
A first draft has been received from Halletts. It will be reviewed following the clerk’s training 
course in December. Terms and conditions are also needed. Questions to be asked on the 
course will include responsibility for safety in the closed churchyard.  

10. Playground - grant application and insurance claim 
The Clerk has been successful and secured a grant for 10k to pay towards the replacement 
swings and spinner.  
The grant must be spent within the next 12 months. After Christmas the project to replace the 
swings and spinner will commence with the aim of having the new items in place for Easter.  

11. Hall Management Committee  
 Cllr Bainbridge will circulate the minutes in due course.  
Action: Cllr Bainbridge.  

12. Additional items 
12.1 Meetings. The dates for the January and February meetings were confirmed as 10 January 
and 7 Feb. The remainder of the dates will be circulated by email. Cllr Bartlett submitted his 
apologies for the 10 January meeting.  
Action: Clerk.  
12.2 The re-siting of the noticeboard at Tutt Hill has not been done. 
Action: The Clerk to email Mercury Windows to ask them to move the noticeboard to the 
outside of their fencing as agreed at the earlier on-site meeting with WPC Cllrs.  
12.3 The Clerk has not heard from Tesco about repair of the damage caused by one of its 
delivery vehicles to the kerbing and green outside of the church. The clerk has submitted two 
reports over the phone but the follow up phone calls from Tesco to the Clerk, have not been 
received.  
Action: Clerk to contact them again. 
12.4 Tree works 
Cllr Farrington reported that quotes have been received to: 
- remove the lower branches of the fir in the churchyard £150 + VAT. 
- remove the dead ash in the churchyard £350 + VAT. 
- lift the crown and branches of the beech at the rear of the village hall £200 + VAT. 
- chip branches of sweepings at churchyard and take away £100 + VAT. 

Tree applications will be needed to remove the ash and for the work on the beech. 
No decision on the above quotes was made.  Postponed to next meeting.  

 
13. Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 10th January.  
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The meeting closed at 20. 36pm 
 
 

 
Chairman’s Signature………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 


