1164

Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Tuesday 4th October 2022 at 5.00pm at Westwell Parish Hall
A minute’s silence was observed for Her Late Majesty The Queen as this was the first council meeting since the Monarch’s funeral
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Drury (Chair), Cllrs Bainbridge (Vice-Chair), Bartlett, Butcher, Lister, Farrington and Hutchinson
Miss N Ideson (Clerk)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Richards and Wyatt due to prior commitments and illness. These were accepted. 
  2.    Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3. Planning
3.1 Planning applications

3.1.1 PA/2022/2032 The Parsonage, Watery Lane Construction of two storey side and rear extensions.

Councillors noted the amended application still proposes the same much enlarged footprint as the previous proposal that was refused. There is therefore the same excessive massing. The design is improved, being more in keeping with the existing vernacular house, including the windows. Losing the first floor bifold balcony doors facing towards the high-speed railway which is very close is an obvious improvement.  There is an error on the proposed block plan drawing which has not been amended from the refused application and still shows the north east gable that has been removed in the revised plans and elevations. The roof form is only shown in the block plan and what appears to be a flat roof replacing the present double ridge is not explained. 

Resolved:
                To comment as described: 
A moderate sized dwelling will be changed into a large dwelling. The proposed size of the property is out of character and over bearing compared with neighbouring properties. The massing issue which was a reason for refusal of the previous application has not been addressed but the design is improved and now a reasonable evolution of the property.  The window treatments and loss of the bifold 1st floor balconies is a considerable improvement. The proposed block plan has not been updated to remove the north east gable which is inconsistent with the revised elevations and floor plans. The applicant should be asked to provide the correct drawing.  The roof treatment is not described for what appears to be a flat roof (with sloping sides) replacing the existing vernacular double ridge. Further detail should be requested.
.   
ACTION NI
3.1.2 PA/2022/2087 Lacton Manor Farm, Westwell Lane Erection of a new agricultural building with two cesspools

A comment has been received about the operation of the site from a neighbour, the council will reply to them separately as this is an unrelated issue.  The planning application is an amendment of a previously granted agricultural building to apply for a slightly higher building to accommodate larger vineyard agricultural machinery.  In the planning application details the colour of neither the cladding nor the roof are stated.  The colour is particularly important as this will be a visible agricultural building in the AONB close to,  and clearly visible and looked down on  from the much used  Pilgrims Way.  The applicant should be asked to specify appropriate colours.   Also the construction phase needs to take into account that the access lanes to the entrance are narrow and near the entrance often muddy due to a local water course, and there needs to be a planned route between the site and the A20, to minimise impact on neighbours.  A Construction Management Plan or equivalent should therefore be requested. 

Resolved


To raise no objection and to forward the above comments to ABC asking for clarification on the colour of the building surface materials, and requesting a Construction Management Plan. 
ACTION NI
3.1.3 PA/2022/2196 Tylers, The Street Proposed detached garage and associated driveway. Removal of existing garage door to be replaced with window. New close boarded timber fence to repositioned ownership boundary with ‘Beech House’

The proposed garage would be shielded from the street view by the existing hedge line and will provide much improved off-road parking. Councillors commented on the well explained planning application. This application will improve the curtilage of ‘Tylers’ without significantly harming that of ‘Beech House’. The amended boundary between the two properties is a benefit to the village, as well as providing space for the detached garage for Tylers. The council would prefer to see an “instant” hedge to be planted instead of a close boarded fence between the two properties. A hedge would preserve the character and provision of wildlife habitats (including for hedgehogs) in the conservation area that applies to both properties. 

Resolved

To support the application with the above comments

ACTION NI
3.1.4 PA/2022/2220 11 Tutt Hill Cottages, Westwell Lane Construction of two-storey side and rear extensions. Construction of front porch (Resubmission of application 22/00506/AS)

Councillors commented that there is very little change from the previous application that was refused as its scale, massing and materials would result in unsympathetic development that would erode the character of Westwell Lane. The massing is the same, only some of the increase being moved to the rear upper floors.  Rural openness is still considerably challenged and the increased massing and scale is out of character and overbearing. Councillors noted that the footprint is still the same but has been reposition behind the property. The plot is not large enough to tolerate a footprint increase of this size and the design is not an appropriate development for Westwell lane, Tutt Hill , which is  narrow, rural and already has fully occupied street parking.   
Resolved
To object the application with the reasons above.
ACTION NI
3.2 Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda
There were no planning applications received after the distribution of the agenda 
3.3 Matters arising on other planning applications
There were no matters arising on other planning application.
4. Resolving Parish Boundary: part of Sandyhurst Farm 
Cllr Drury had met with the Chair and Vice Chair of Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish shortly after the last meeting to discuss the matter of 3 properties that currently make up Sandyhurst Farm, being unparished and unassigned on the electoral records. This was a clerical error that occurred during the lengthy process of parish and ward boundary changes which resulted for Westwell in the south eastern side of Sandyhurst Lane moving from Ashford into Westwell parish. The proposal is to place the 3 properties in Boughton Aluph parish.  This part of Sandyhurst Farm will eventually be built on as part of the Eureka development and access will then be on to Trinity Road, not Sandyhurst Lane.  Boughton Aluph and Westwell Parish Councils agree on the 3 properties being assigned to Boughton Aluph Parish. This outcome was subsequently confirmed at the ABC committee at which electoral matters are discussed. The matter is therefore now closed.  
5. Consider managing grass cutting schedules to encourage more pollinators.
The current grounds maintenance contract is due for renewal and the council are exploring ideas of possibly reducing the frequency of cuts for areas around the parish. This would be to allow for more wilding to encourage bees and other pollinators. The Council will examine the current scheme of works and enquire with potential contractors what the possible options would be.
ACTION LF/NI
6. RoSPA report
Deferred to the Full Council meeting in November at which Cllr Farrington will present her
consideration of what actions are needed

ACTION LF
7. Meeting dates for next year
Tuesdays at 6-7.45pm in the Parish Hall, Jan 10th, March 7th, 28th Mar, 4th May Polling Day (Thursday), 16th May (taking of office of the new council) July 4th Sept 5th Nov 7th 
 Intervening planning meetings as needed will be on Tuesdays at 5-6.30pm 
8. Items for next Parish Council meeting
RoSPA
Draft budget

HIP Westwell gateway signs

Future of ACRK

Preparing for Elections in May 2023 
Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 1st Nov  2022 at 6 - 7.45pm 
.
The meeting closed at 18.25 pm
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