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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Monday 4th March 2019 at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Church
1. Open Forum                                     

One member of the public was present to observe the meeting, as a potential candidate for the Parish Council elections in May 2019.  
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Wyatt,  Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllrs Bartlett, Butcher, Lawrence, Lister and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Cllr Krause (ward member) attended.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Bainbridge and Faulkner (prior commitments).
3. Declaration of Interests 

There were no Declarations of Interest.
4. Borough Councillor’s report
Cllr Krause reported that the ward member grant to the Westwell Players has been approved and payment is pending.  Funding for the year 20198-2019 has closed, and money remaining from his grant has been paid to the Ashford Volunteer Centre’s ‘Men in Sheds’ project.
Highway repairs to the A20 are being carried out overnight as part of Operation Brock; the Chairman noted that this confirms its status as a strategic road, and advised that when necessary there would be 2-way running on the westbound carriageway of the M20.  She further stated that there are currently overnight closures on the westbound carriageway as part of Operation Brock.

Cllr Krause advised that he will be attending the Annual Parish Meeting on 25th March.

The Local Plan has been ratified by the full Council.

The Leader has offered a vote of thanks to Westwell Parish Council for its input into the village confines exercise.  The Chairman replied that it may be necessary to update the curtilage every few years in light of work carried out under permitted development rights.
Cllr Krause advised that there is a 3-month backlog in ABC’s Planning Dept due to staff shortages and difficulties in recruitment.

5. Minutes and Matters Arising

5.1   Minutes of 7th January 2019
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 7th January 2019 be approved and confirmed as a true record.
5.2   Matters Arising 
5.2.1  KALC Effective Higher Level Planning Training module:  The requirement that attendees should have undertaken other, specified, training modules will be taken up with KALC.

5.2.2  Westwell Players storage container:  This is now empty and Frank Dwyer’s help will be sought on moving it from its current location to the playing field.
5.2.3    Lorry Parking:  The Joint Transportation Board (JTB) will meet on 12th March; an update will be given on the lorry parking trial and a consultation to make it permanent.  An additional 200 spaces at Waterbrook will open in April to 500 and the further reconfiguration and extension to 660 will be ready no later than 6th December 2019 .
6. Planning matters
6.1  Planning applications received

19/00139/AS  &  19/00140/AS   Crouchers Manor, Westwell Lane, Westwell  TN25 4JN
Single storey rear extension, loft conversion with rooflights; new garage/garden store 
Single storey rear extension, loft conversion with rooflights and internal partition walls
It was noted that the extension will not be visible from the road and is screened to the rear by a hedge.  It was thought that the proposals are sympathetically done and it was proposed that the applications be supported.
Resolved:

That the applications be supported.
6.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda  
No applications have been received.
6.3  Local Plan to 2030

See item 4.

The Chairman advised that planning applications for sites included in the Local Plan can now be expected; there is none in Westwell other than S44 [Watery Lane].  Work on the next Local Plan may begin as early as  June/July.  The Chairman recommended that, after the May elections, the Parish Council considers producing a Neighbourhood Plan.
6.4 Other planning matters

6.4.1   Apta Pots:  Work has begun to clear vegetation on the site.

6.4.2   The Old Forge:  Planning application 18/00876/AS has been refused because of the adverse impact on trees and the garden amenity for The Old Forge.  It was noted that it is outside the village confines. 
6.4.3   Park House Farm 18/00022/AS &  18/00023/AS:  No decision has yet been made on the applications, notwithstanding that they were made in January 2018.  An update has been sought from ABC but no reply has been received to date.
7. Financial report

7.1  Progress against Budget to date    The updated spreadsheet was circulated.  
7.2  Payments in accordance with the Budget
Resolved: 

That the following payments be agreed in accordance with the Budget.
	Payments
	£

	S Wood (salary)
	500.93

	S Wood (salary)
	500.93

	S Wood (allowances) [home allowance 11.31 + computer allowance 42.57]
	53.88

	Blean Tree Care
	348.00

	Wealden Wheels (subscription)
	15.00

	Print Junction (Feb Eye)
	217.98


	Receipts
	£

	Lloyds Bank interest
	1.36

	Village Fete Committee (payment for playing field hedge cut)
	360.00

	Lloyds Bank (compensation for failures re amending signatories)
	350.00

	Cheque write back (Blean Tree Care)
	348.00


                Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £ 29652.63     Balance (No 2 account):  £  4158.18
7.3  Works to which the Parish Council is committed
Repairs to the hall access track:  To be carried out after the Westwell Players storage container is in situ.  
Pedestrian access to the playing field:  A site meeting is being arranged with Highways and Frank Dwyer to discuss feasibility.
7.4  Eye financial report  Nothing to report.
8. Parish Council’s submission on the village confines exercise
The comments submitted were circulated and it was proposed that they be ratified.   Cllr Bartlett asked if development in gardens outside the confines would be allowed under permitted development rights.  The Chairman that they would but this does not apply in the Conservation Area.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council’s submission on the village confines exercise be ratified.
9. Results of traffic speeds survey in the village

Speed data from the survey was circulated.  Cllr Ms Farrington had reviewed that data, with particular reference to the calculation of mean speed.  It was thought that the data did not support the need for a reduction in speed limit.  Concerns were expressed for users of ‘shared space’, ie where there is no footway:  pedestrians, dog walkers, horse riders.  It was acknowledged that perception of speed is different for pedestrians.

Cllr Bartlett noted that there is no regular “rat-running” through the village, unlike Sandyhurst Lane.
It was suggested that warning signs – ‘Please drive carefully through the village’ -   be installed.  It was thought that these would be ineffective, and the data indicate that road users are driving according to road conditions.

The survey will be reported at the Annual Parish Meeting; Cllr Ms Farrington will write a short report for the Westwell Eye, with input from Cllr Bartlett.

Cllr Mrs Wyatt asked for the results of the speed survey at Hothfield, which arose from a meeting she attended with Cllr Lister, Cllr Simkins [KCC] and Hothfield PC; the Chairman to follow-up.

10. Preparations for the Annual Parish Meeting

Invitations have been sent to the borough and county councillors, and local societies.

11. Arrangements for the Parish Council elections on 2nd May 2019

Cllr Lawrence advised that he will not be standing at the elections; he was thanked by the Chairman for his wise counsel, which included a long term as Chairman of the Parish Council.

Nomination packs are available from the Clerk.
An information leaflet with short biographical details of candidates will be drafted and delivered to all households in the parish; given this, it will not be circulated on social media.

Those standing for election are asked to hand-deliver their nomination forms to ABC by the closing date of Wednesday 3rd April at 4pm, in order that their validity be checked.   Nominations open on March 22nd.

12. Updated Wayleave agreement 

The Chairman reported that under the new agreement the pole transformer on the playing field will be removed and the new installation will be on the ‘ransom strip’ adjacent to the access track to the playing field.  It was proposed that the updated wayleave agreement between the Parish Council and South Eastern Power Networks plc be signed.
Resolved:
That the updated wayleave agreement between the Parish Council and South Eastern Power Networks plc be signed.

13. Clerk’s report 

13.1  Correspondence:  

13.1.1 The Kent Resilience Forum Parish Pack will be circulated.
13.1.2  Development of three houses adjacent to The Wheel Inn:  The update will be reported at the Annual Parish Meeting.

13.1.3  Email of introduction from the new PCSO:  PCSO Newell will be asked for more information as to his role, eg is he made aware of calls to 101; does he know the local Neighbourhood Watch contact.

13.1.4  Badly parked/abandoned car in Gold Hill:  This highlighted the need for bollards.  Mr Hutchinson’s offer to supply these was accepted with thanks.
13.2  Clerk’s training report: No training has been offered.  Details of the Dynamic Councillor’s training event on 1st June at Lenham will be circulated.
13.3  GDPR:  No subject access requests have been received.  A compensation payment of £350 has been made by Lloyds Bank following the PC’s complaint re the loss of councillors’ data.
14. Reports from Parish representatives
14.1 KALC  The Chairman reported that she was unable to attend the meeting on 23rd January, at which a presentation was given by the Community Safety Unit of Ashford Police.  Terry Martin (KALC County Secretary) was present and advised that KALC is working with the Alzheimer’s Society and dementia-friendly communities.  Cllr Mrs Wyatt noted that there are good online training tools on dementia and recommended that a speaker on the topic be arranged for an open meeting, similar to the defibrillator-training sessions.
14.2 ACRK   Cllr Butcher advised that ACRK is in dispute with HMRC over alleged non-payment of PAYE, which arose because of mis-recording of PAYE payment dates by HMRC.  The Government is promoting community-based organisations such as ACRK.  Keith Harrison (ACRK Chief Executive) will speak at the AGM of the Sandyhurst Lane Residents’ Association on 6th March .
14.3 Highways   See item 4.  A bridge has been damaged in Watery Lane, thought to have been struck by an HGV from Tarmac, this will be taken up with   Tarmac.  KCC Highways was thanked for its recent repair work on the A20.  A litter pick along Watery Lane will be carried out on 10th March.
14.4 Tree Warden   Cllr Ms Farrington will check when the sycamore tree on the church green should next be inspected, in line with the arborist’s report of January 2016.
14.5 Parish Hall Management Committee The Minutes of the February meeting have been circulated.
14.6 Playing Field Association  Cllr Butcher reported that the Green Team will visit on 15th April; it was recommended that they  work in the churchyard and cemetery.  The container will be moved on to the playing field (see item 5.2.2).  The soil excavated for the container needs to be scraped off the playing field matting.
15. Any other business
15.1  Cllr Mrs Wyatt reported that the bolt on the Tutt Hill noticeboard may be broken.
15.2  Cllr Lawrence asked for an update on the parish assets walk round – in hand with the Chairman.
15.3  A request has been received that low branches in the churchyard overhanging the area for interment of ashes be trimmed, because they are causing difficulties to those tending the plots.
15.4  Consultation on broadband:  The Chairman’s draft response was circulated and will be submitted by the Clerk.
16. Resolution to exclude the public

It was proposed that, under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the press and public leave the meeting during item 17 namely, to discuss the presentation of the Good Citizen Award.            
Resolved: 
That the press and public be excluded during discussion of item 17, namely, presentation of the Good Citizen Award.
17. Good Citizen Award

Resolved:

That the Good Citizen Award be presented at the Annual Parish Meeting on 25th March 2019. 

18. Dates for future meetings
25th March (Annual Parish Meeting), 14th May, 1st July, 2nd Sept, 4th November 2019.
The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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