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Westwell Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council 
Held on Wednesday 8 May 2024 at 7pm, Westwell Parish Hall 

 
 

1. Present and apologies 
Present: Cllrs Drury, Bainbridge, Farrington, Butcher, Richards, and Wyatt. Clerk – Sonia Young 
Apologies: Cllrs Lister, Bartlett, Hutchinson 
 

  2.    Declarations of Interest 
All those Cllrs living close to sites submitted under the call for sites for the 2041 Local Plan (Item 
5.2.2) but not yet considered by ABC. No Cllrs have pecuniary interests to declare. 
 

3. Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and members of WPC Committees and Working Groups 
Cllr Butcher advised those gathered that he would retire as a WPC Councillor at the July meeting. At 
that point, WPC will look to co-opt a 9th Cllr.  

3.1 Election of chair 
Resolved 
That Cllr Drury be elected as Chair of Westwell Parish Council 
 Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement. 
 It was resolved to elect Cllr Drury as Chair of Westwell Parish Council.  

 
3.2 Election of Vice-Chair 

Resolved 
That Cllr Bainbridge be elected as Vice-Chair. 
Proposed: Cllr Drury. Seconded: Cllr Farringdon seconded. All in agreement. 
It was resolved to elect Cllr Clive Bainbridge as Vice-Chair of Westwell Parish Council  

 
3.3 Election of Committee members and Representatives 

Resolved 
Chair Christine Drury proposed that all Cllrs continue in the responsibilities as held by 
them under the previous council and roll their work forwards, and that some Cllrs take on 
new responsibilities and duties as listed below.  
Staffing Committee: Cllrs Richards, Wyatt, Butcher, and Bainbridge 
Westwell Eye Working Group: Cllrs Hutchinson, Wyatt, and Bainbridge 
Grievance and Complaints Committee: full council  
Local Plan 2041 Working Group: Cllrs Butcher, Drury, Richards, and Bainbridge - new. 
 
Representatives/ Councillor Lead  for:  

• Parish Hall Management Committee: Cllrs Bainbridge, Farrington, Hutchinson, and Lister 

• KALC: Cllrs Bartlett, Bainbridge, and Drury 

• Highways: Cllr Lister 

• Community Resilience /Emergency Plan: Cllr Bartlett - new 

• Tree Wardens: Cllrs Farrington and Richards 

• Community Watch: Cllr Bartlett 

• Tarmac Consultative Committee: Cllrs Wyatt and Drury 

• Bank reconciliations: Cllrs Drury, Wyatt, and Bainbridge 
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• Quarterly accounts verification: Cllr Lister  

• Playground: Cllr Farrington  
Seconded: Cllr Ron Butcher. All in agreement.  
It was resolved that Cllrs hold the responsibilities and positions as listed above.  
 

4.              4.1 Approval of the minutes of the meetings held on 10 April 2024 and matters arising. 
Resolved: 
That the minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 10 April 2024 be approved 
and confirmed as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Richards. Seconded: Cllr Bainbridge. All in agreement.  
Resolved. It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 

        4.2 Borough Councillor’s Report – none received. 
    

5.              5.1. Planning applications received for comment. 
5.1.1 PA/2024/0745 – Ripple Court, Watery Lane, Westwell 
Proposed new outbuilding to replace current derelict outbuilding.  
Westwell Parish Council resolved to defer comment on the application until the next meeting 
once the corresponding Application for Listed Building Consent had been received. 
Supplementary drawings are also pending.  
5.2.1 ABC Call for Sites for the Local Plan 2041 
A Working Group has been formed to undertake a first review of each site submitted within 
the Parish. A third of the sites have been worked through and, ahead of the next meeting, the 
Working Group will contact Hothfield PC to look at sites that fall on and across the boundaries. 
When all site reviews are complete, WPC Cllrs will be sent a PDF map of each site and the 
proposed allied comments on each for review and feedback. 
Cllr Drury said it would be important to protect the green corridor between Lenham and 
Charing and Ashford. It was agreed that terminology of the A20 as a ‘development corridor’ 
should not become common parlance.  
5.2.2 Elvey Cottage Enforcement 
The Clerk sent a letter after the April Annual Parish meeting to ABC Head of Planning Simon 
Cole and copied to Tracey Butler and Lorraine Fellowes. A reply has been received from Team 
Leader Planning Enforcement Joanne Alexander who confirmed that the enforcement case is 
ongoing and still is an open investigation.  

 
4     Playground 

4.2 Risk Register 
The Risk Register was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting.  
Resolved 
It was proposed to approve the updated Register as circulated. 
Proposed: Cllr Butcher. Seconded: Cllr Bainbridge. All in agreement.  
It was resolved to approve the Risk Register. 
 

5 Cemetery  
7.1 Cemetery  
7.1.1 Proposal to ratify the decision taken by email to approve the updated Cemetery Terms 
and Conditions. 
Proposed: Cllr Farrington. Seconded: Cllr Wyatt. All in agreement. 
It was resolved to approve the updated terms and conditions.  
7.1.2 Project to have a searchable version of the ledger information.  
Cllrs Drury and Wyatt will provide an update at the next meeting.  
7.1.3 Project to complete the scan map with ledger data and all ashes plots delineated. 
Cllr Drury will update at the next meeting.  
7.1.4 Project to integrate the map and data in order to locate plots. 
Cllr Drury will provide an update at the next meeting.  
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6 Financial Report 

         8.1.1 Ratification of the decision taken by email to approve the updated 2024 Asset Register 
Proposed: Cllr Butcher. Seconded: Cllr Farrington. All in agreement.  
It was resolved to approve the 2024 Asset Register.  

                       8.1.2 Approval of a re-evaluation of the Village Hall at its 2024 insurance value of 562k 
Decision deferred to the June meeting.  

       8.1.3 Approval of the Annual Governance Statement (page 4 of the AGAR) 
The Council considered and approved the statement as read out by Chair Christine Drury. 
The Chair and the Clerk signed and dated the document on behalf of the Council.  

       8.1.3 Section 2 - Approval of the Accounting Statement for the year ending 31st March 2024.  
The council considered and approved the accounting statements and supporting 
documents as provided by The Clerk who had, prior to the meeting, signed and dated 
Section 2 of the AGAR 2023-2024. These were read out by Chair Christine Drury. The Chair 
signed and dated the accounting statements on behalf of the Council.  
Action: The Clerk to send all documentation to external auditors, Mazars. 

                 8.2  Approval of payments in accordance with the budget (circulated in advance of the meeting)  
 
WPC main account 

Expenditure to 
approve for 
May 2024
  

 Method £ 

Salary payment 
May 

The Clerk BACS 766.06 

Tax & NI HMRC BACS 191.40 

Mowing inv 
4611 

All Seasons Gardening Services BACS 632.94 

Post installation 
safety check  

Safeplay BACS 282.00 

Total    £1,872.40 

 

Income    

Precept  ABC BACS 14,975.00 

Transfer Internal  BACS 2,500 

Total    £17.475.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 30 April 2024 = £16,403.40 less unpresented cheques as 
follows 

    

Actual balance = £16, 403.40 as at 30 April 2024 
WPC deposit account 

Expenditure
  

  £ 

Transfer Internal  BACS 2,500 

Total   £2,500.00 

 

Income    

9 April  Interest  BACS 48.96 

Total   £48.96 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £44, 949.76 at 30 April 2024 Less un-presented cheques as 
follows: 

    

Actual balance = £44, 949.76 at 30 April 2024 

General reserve 18.873.57 
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Grant  £2, 279 

HiP 7,859.42 

Deposit  £15,937.77 

WPC No 2 Account  

Total    £00.00 

 

Income    

Total    £00.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 30 April 2024 
Actual balance = £3.44 at 30 April 2024 
WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the budget.              
Proposed: Cllr Butcher. Seconded: Cllr Farrington. All in agreement. 
Resolved. WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance 
with the budget.  

 
Information items 

7 Correspondence 
The letter sent by ABC Monitoring Officer Terry Mortimer to all ABC Parishes about the 
increased volume of Code of Conduct Complaints was noted.  
 

8 10.1 KALC 
The next area meeting is 29th May. The area group has a planning sub-committee which will  
consider how to feed into and monitor the process of the ABC 2041 Local Plan Call for Sites.  
 

9 11.1 Highways 
The dangerous ditch at Watery Lane has still not been sorted and made safe by KCC highways.  
Action: Cllr Lister to follow up.  
 

10 12.1 Village Hall Management Committee 
Cllr Bainbridge will report at the next meeting when the most recent meeting minutes have 
been received.  
 

11 13.1 Management of the trees on Gold Hill 
A ballpark figure for the overall cost of all the works remains pending. Details for all elements 
cannot be finalised until those costs are received and approved.  
Action: Cllrs Drury and Farrington.  
 

12 14.1 Westwell Eye  
The Working Group will meet and report back at the next meeting.  
 

13 15.1 Arrangements for the 80th Anniversary Celebrations of D-Day 
The village beacon will be lit at 21.15 following the protocols provided by Pageant Master 
Bruno Peake and the tribute read by Richard Scarratt. Cllr Drury to arrange details which will 
be publicised ahead of the next meeting via Westwell Eye; Facebook and Westwell Events.  

 
18.    18.1 Additional items  

Damage to the kerbing and grassed area outside St Mary’s, and repairs to Hall Access.   
Action: Cllr Bainbridge will obtain a formal quote from Dwyer Engineering for the repair works 
to the church access road where the old tree roots have now rotted away ; and a  quote for  
repairing the Hall access road potholes and French drain  
Potholes at the triangle and junction. 
Action: Cllr Lister to report them to Westwell highways steward Thomas Anderson and if no 
repairs are made, to County Councillor Charlie Simkins.  

The meeting closed at 21.03. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th June. 
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Chairman’s Signature………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


