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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Monday 9th January 2018 at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall
1. Open Forum                                     

No members of the public were present.  
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllrs Faulkner, Butcher, Lawrence and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Cllr Krause (ward member) and Mr T Lister attended.  Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Wyatt and Cllr Bartlett, (prior commitment) and Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-chairman, indisposed).
3. Declaration of Interests 

Cllr Mrs Drury:  agenda item 15.7, lorry parking (OSI).
4. Co-option of councillor to fill casual vacancy
The Chairman proposed that Mr T Lister be co-opted to fill the casual vacancy that arose when Cllr Miss Davidson stepped down.
Resolved:

That Mr T Lister be co-opted onto Westwell Parish Council to fill the casual vacancy.

5. Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Signed by Cllr Lister and received by the Clerk as the Proper Officer of the Council.

6. Borough Councillor’s report
Cllr Krause reported that he had approved Cllr Bainbridge’s application for a ward member grant of £1000 for new chairs and trolleys for the parish hall; Cllr Krause was thanked for the grant.  The Chairman stated that an application for a member grant will be submitted to fund the preparation of a report on the lorry parking pilot, with particular reference to community issues including the experience, benefits and success.  Cllr Krause stated that he is agreeable to an application from each of the three parishes involved in the trial, and asked that it be submitted before the end of February.  
ABC will be giving each ward member £500 to allocate to events to commemorate the centenary of the end of WWI.  

Local Plan:  The examination will likely take place in June; the two inspectors have already been appointed.

It is not known when the planning application to extend the Waterbrook Lorry Park will be submitted.

J10A has now been signed off, with an end date of 2020.  

The microbrewery, motel, cinema and Aldi supermarket are due to be completed in 2018.   The expansion of the Designer Outlet has begun, the coach park will be relocated to a site next to Asda.

Cllr Krause advised that he is seeking advice from the Monitoring Officer on whether he can now comment on the Local Plan, given his membership of the ABC Planning Committee.

7. Minutes and Matters Arising

7.1 Minutes of 6th November 2017
The reference to the Sidcup Motorcycle Rally (item 5.2.1) should be to the Sidcup Motorcycle Long Distance Trial.  Subject to this amendment:
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 6th November 2017 be approved and confirmed as a true record.
Minutes of 5th December 2017

Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 5th December be approved and confirmed as a true record.
7.2   Matters Arising from the meeting of 6th November
7.1  Storage container on the playing field:  planning permission will be required as this is would be  in situ for more than 28 days (Minute 8). 
8. Planning matters
8.1  Planning applications received

8.1.1  17/01805/AS  102 Sandyhurst Lane, Ashford   

Installation of rooflights and velux style roof terrace/balcony to rear elevation to facilitate loft conversion
It was proposed that no objection be made to the application.

Resolved:

That no objection be made to the application.

8.1.2  17/01836/AS  St Mary’s Church, The Street, Westwell

Single storey extension to north elevation to provide boiler room/WC facilities; new oak door to north elevation

It was proposed that the application be supported.

Resolved:

That the application be supported.

8.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda  
17/01573/AS  Dunn Street House, Pilgrims Way, Westwell

To replace stable block and barn with new stables, tack room, feed store & carriage barn 
It was proposed that the application be supported.

Resolved:

That the application be supported.

8.3  Local Plan to 2030

See item 6.  The Chairman advised that both sites on the A20 now make reference to the Hothfield SSSI.  ABC now has 4.74 years’ land housing supply (ref information given at the planning appeal on 9th January 2018 [APP/E2205/W/16/3154089]).  J10A has now been signed off and will be open in 2020; until it is delivered schemes such as Cheeseman’s Green cannot be built out.  It is unknown if this will remove pressure to deliver on the A20 corridor, but it is unlikely to do so.
8.4  Other planning matters

17/01443/AS:  Supplementary comments on The Wheel Inn planning application had been circulated, providing evidence of the local need for a small amount of housing in the village . Cllr Ms Farrington suggested an amendment to the comments to preclude the possibility of unlimited building elsewhere in the parish.  Cllr Faulkner agreed.

It was proposed that the comments as amended be submitted.
Resolved:

That the comments on planning application 17/01443/AS as amended be submitted.

The Chairman stated that there have been intimations, arising from noise issues and parking requirements , that the proposed two pairs of semi-detached houses may be changed to a terrace of three homes, with the access moved from between the pairs of semi-detached houses to the side of the site closest to the pub (which would ameliorate the noise problem).   If this transpires, a further planning application will be submitted.
9. Additional parking provision for The Wheel
The Chairman reported that Jolyon Drury has prepared draft preliminary drawings for additional occasional  parking at the south end of the playing field. If this project  is progressed it would be sensible to link the work with repairs to the access track and undergrounding of the overhead cables.  Cllr Ms Farrington observed that overflow parking for the Wheel that occurs now on the road  slows through traffic through the centre of the village .
10. Resolution to exclude the public
It was proposed that, under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the press and public leave the meeting during item 11 namely, to debate the recommendations of the Staffing Committee.             
Resolved: 
That the press and public be excluded during discussion of item 11, namely, to debate the recommendations of the Staffing Committee.
11. Staffing Committee recommendations
Cllr Butcher reported that KALC has reported a likely NALC award of more than 2% from April, but this has not yet been confirmed.  The Staffing Committee had proposed an increase of 1% and changes to the wording of the Job Description.  It was proposed that annual leave should be formalised, cover during leave to be provided by councillors.
Resolved:

That the recommendations of the Staffing Committee be accepted, and that arrangements for the Clerk’s annual leave be formalised.

The Clerk will circulate the updated Job Description to the Staffing Committee.

12. Financial report

12.1  Progress against Budget to date    The updated spreadsheet was circulated.  The overspend on the External Auditor was due to increased turnover, which lifted the Parish Council into the next cost band.  There was a small increase in the insurance payable, but the Council is in a 3-year Long Term Agreement.  Printing costs for the Eye are still being borne by the Parish Council, this will be addressed when the difficulties in changing signatories for the Eye account have been resolved.  The overspend for the village green was due to payment for the Christmas tree, but the cost net of VAT was kindly met by a donation from Mrs Pitt.
12.2  Payments in accordance with the Budget
Cllr Lawrence took the Chair, because one of the cheques was payable to Cllr Mrs Drury.  A vote was taken, Cllr Mrs Drury abstained.   Works by Blean Tree Care were carried out for the fete, the Clerk to email the Fete Committee re reimbursement.
Resolved: 

That the following payments be agreed in accordance with the Budget.
	Payments
	£

	Print Junction (December Eye printing)
	217.98

	Blean Tree Care
	144.00

	Peter Burch 
	55.00

	C Drury (Christmas tree for church green)
	248.00

	SLCC (subscription)
	51.39

	Print Junction (January Eye printing)
	217.98

	S Wood (salary)
	486.25

	S Wood (salary)
	486.25

	S Wood (expenses)
	11.31


	Receipts
	£

	Lloyds Bank
	1.36

	Cancelled cheque(PB Landscapes)
	55.00

	HMRC (VAT refund)
	463.82

	MA Pitt (Church green Christmas tree)
	290.00


                Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £28305.67   as at 9th January 2018
                Balance (No 2 account):  £  3736.75
Cllr Mrs Drury returned to the Chair.

12.3  Works to which the Parish Council is committed
The Chairman suggested that projects be led by named councillors.

Playing field storage container:  This will be for storage of costumes and scenery for the Players, who will meet the likely cost of £2300 + VAT.  It was thought unlikely that there would be sufficient room to store fete materials; Cllr Ms Farrington offered storage in her oast house, but problems re damp and rodents were acknowledged.  Cllr Faulkner suggested that 2 containers be put in, 1 of 20 ft and the other of 10 ft – a single larger container was thought to be intrusive and there would be difficulties in delivering to the playing field.  Cllr Faulkner to obtain costs of the smaller container for the fete materials.  Planning permission will be needed, this will be submitted by the Parish Council, as landowner.  Peter Spiller is to be asked to quote for submitting the application.
Improvements to the hall access track:  See item 9.  There may be a need to install a French drain to drain the water, thus preventing formation of new potholes.  The Chairman to ask Frank Dwyer to effect temporary repairs.
12.4  Draft budget 2018-2019  The draft budget was circulated.  It was proposed that the Precept be increased by 1.5%, although lower than inflation it would still allow reserves to rise, and with the change to the parish boundary in 2019 more properties would be precepted.  It was proposed that the Precept be increased to £15985 and that the Council Tax Support Grant (£260) and Concurrent Functions Grant (£1730) be claimed in addition.

A vote was taken:  Cllr Mrs Drury, Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllrs Butcher, Faulkner, Lawrence and Lister voted in favour.  There were no votes against and no abstentions.
Resolved:
That the Precept be increased to £15985 and that the Council Tax Support Grant (£260) and Concurrent Functions Grant (£1730) be claimed in addition.
13. Good Citizen award
The Chairman reported that this had formerly been administered by Cllr Mrs Wyatt and Cllr Miss Davidson.  She asked if consideration should be given to changing the criteria, eg by nominating newcomers to the parish who were involving themselves in parish life.  It was felt that this would limit the pool and be discriminatory.  It was suggested that the award be made every 2 years, this was agreed.  Cllr Butcher suggested that the criteria used by KALC for its community award be used; the Clerk advised that these are that only 1 nomination per parish is permitted, the nominee should live in the parish and have been involved in the community or a given project – all nominees are given the award.  It was suggested that it be managed by  to an independent panel, this would allow parish councillors to be eligible.  The Chairman to liaise with Mr Horne and announce agreed changes at the Annual Parish Meeting.
14. Clerk’s report 

14.1  KALC - Review of park homes legislation – consultation.  To be circulated.
14.2  Clerk’s training report.  The Clerk may attend training on GDPR at Ditton on 24th January .

15. Reports from Parish representatives
15.1  KALC  The Minutes have been circulated.  The Chairman and Cllr Butcher attended the AGM.
15.2  ACRK   The offices are closed because of a faulty boiler.   ACRK is on a better financial footing.  There will be a full management meeting on 22nd January.
15.3  Highways   Difficulties identifying potholes in wet weather were reported.  A drain near the Hare and Hounds may need jetting.  Potholes in Dunn Street and Pilgrims Way will be reported to Highways.  Further information is being sought on the possible closure of the roundabout at J10 overnight from 15th January for resurfacing.  The Chairman will email Simon Treacy at Tarmac for a new date for resurfacing works in Watery Lane.
15.4  Tree Warden   The Christmas (yew) tree has been planted on church green; Cllr Ms farrington was thanked for the lights;  Cllrs Lawrence and Bainbridge for the planting .  The Vice-chairman and Cllr Lawrence will prune the leylandii.  Tom Brandreth was thanked for clearing a fallen tree in Westwell Lane.
15.5  Parish Hall Management Committee  It is not known if there has been a meeting, the Vice-chairman to advise. 
15.6  Playing Field Association  The Association has not met but contact is being maintained by email.  Concerns have been expressed about use of the lower part of the field for parking (see item 9), notwithstanding that it would be for occasional use only.  It is not known if the matting at the north end is sinking or the grass growing through it; if the former it may need to be relaid.  It was suggested that the white stakes be moved further up to allow the surface to recover – Robert Bellwood (Playing Field Warden) would need to be involved.
15.7  Lorry parking  The Chairman reported that the trial continues and the lorry parks are full, emphasising the need to expand the Waterbrook truck park.  The Road Haulage Association issued a press release criticising the clamping fee, but driver behaviour change is happening.  The trial is generating the case for lorry parks.  There is a need to organise and fund the writing up of the trial (see item 6).
16. Any other business
16.1  Cllr Ms Farrington expressed concerns at the impact on Underwood of the reconfigured pub garden;  the Chairman and Vice-chairman will discuss the installation of an acoustic fence with Shepherd Neame.  Cllr Ms Farrington will ask the Vice-chairman for an update on the most recent communications with the brewery.
16.2  Agenda items for the next meeting:  Advertising rates in the Westwell Eye; possible donation to the Green Team.
17. Dates for future meetings

 5th March, 26th March (Annual Parish Meeting), 8th May (Tuesday), 2nd July, 3rd September, 5th November. 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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