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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 5th December 2022 at 4.00pm at Westwell Parish Hall
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Drury (Chair), Cllrs Bainbridge (Vice-Chair), Bartlett, Butcher, Richards and Wyatt 
Miss N Ideson (Clerk)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Farrington, Lister and Hutchinson due to prior commitments. These were accepted. 
  2.    Declarations of Interest.
Cllrs Drury and Bainbridge declared an Other Significant Interest in item 3.1.2. As they are members of the Wheel Inn working group.   
3. Planning
3.1 Planning applications

3.1.1 PA/2022/2665  96, Sandyhurst Lane

  Two-storey side extension including roof terrace and single-storey rear extension following    

  
 demolition of existing garage.
The Council noted that this planning proposal is a substantial increase in the property. A large wall of cladding will be visible to the immediate neighbours as it will be right up to the property boundary of the single storey property next door.  This is a concern, but not out of keeping with the enlargement of properties in this part of Sandyhurst Lane. The proposed first floor terrace to the rear will potentially over-look the neighbour’s gardens on both sides.  The two storey side extension is not out of keeping with the area as a similar extension has been built next door at 98, however the proposed first floor terrace at the rear could cause intrusion on neighbours resulting in loss of amenity.
Resolved


Object to the plans as presented. The council are not objecting to the two-storey extension in principle.  If the first floor rear terrace had not been included this application would not significantly impact on neighbours nor be exceptional to Sandyhurst Lane. 
ACTION NI
3.1.2 PA/2022/2773   The Wheel Inn

Single storey extension to rear to include new kitchen, better access to toilets and unisex disabled WC.

This item was chaired by Cllr Wyatt. Different and better presented plans have been submitted by the owner including a recently added design and access statement. The Wheel Inn working group has compiled an advisory note and this was presented to full council. The purpose of the note was to give some clarity to the context and to the technical aspects of the building and the planning application. The Wheel is registered as an Asset of Community Value therefore, the parish council would like to see this application dealt with as promptly as possible by ABC. The Council is aware that the previous plans submitted by the applicant may not have included enough detail. There has also been a previous error involving the car park. The advisory note is in support of the application with added context and to avoid any misunderstandings which may have contributed to the refusal of the first application. 

Resolved

To support the application. The clerk to submit the full comments to ABC planning.
ACTION NI
3.1.3 PA/2022/2871  172 Sandyhurst Lane 
Proposed front canopy porch, bay windows to ground floor front elevation, dormer windows on front elevation, increase in ridge height along with a single storey rear extension, extension on first floor.
This property at present is a small bungalow situated in a compact row of similar properties. Dormer windows which have been proposed for the front and the porch would not be intrusive or out of keeping, as these are features that are already common in this part of Sandyhurst Lane, and will improve the existing attic bedrooms.  The proposed rear extension is substantial for the plot size.  Although less intrusive than the previous full two storey proposal under 21/1054 it will still impact on the neighbours because of the size of the plot and reduce their amenity their comments should be taken into consideration. 

Resolved

To comment as described as above and that the parish council would like to see that ABC will take into consideration the neighbour’s comments and their amenity. 
ACTION NI
3.2 Proposed telecommunication upgrade - Tarmac Quarry, Hothfield Works, 

Watery Lane,
A modification to an existing telecommunication mast has been proposed to upgrade the available mobile signal to 5G. The upgrade should also improve 3G and 4G coverage as well. This is not a formal planning application but the Council have been asked to comment by the infrastructure provider. Immediately surrounding trees will be topped as part of the installation and the overall mast height will be increased. The Council welcome the anticipated improvement in mobile coverage.
Resolved

To support this work.





ACTION NI
4. Commonwealth War Graves Commission: request to install signs indicating war graves at Westwell Burial Ground 
Westwell have 2 Commonwealth war graves in the cemetery and the council have received a request from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to place a sign at the cemetery informing people of this. The Parish Council are delighted to receive this acknowledgement. It was agreed to have the sign installed onto the railings at the entrance of the cemetery. The clerk is in touch with the veteran’s families and will let them know of the update
ACTION LF/NI
5. To register for online banking 
The clerk has been looking into registering for online banking for the parish council bank account. This should be a fairly straight forward process as the bank account is already in a format for this upgrade. It was agreed that Cllrs Bainbridge, Butcher and Wyatt would be available to action the dual authorisation necessary for payments.
ACTION NI
6. Grounds Maintenance revised specification 
A note was circulated suggesting that the number of grass cuts be reduced. A more flexible contract was discussed and a specification will be compiled.
ACTION NI/LF

7. Progress on Flagpole 
The specifications of the flagpole were agreed. A fibreglass 6m flagpole; with a standing socket (not a hinged socket) and an internal halyard, plus installation separately specified.  An up to date set of quotes to be obtained. 

ACTION NI
8. Woodland Management 
Cllr Bainbridge said that the council had been asked about some trees that were being cut down in woodland in the parish. The owner of the land was conducting some fully permitted woodland management. It was suggested that the council be the channel of communication with the owner to have the information and pass it on to people if they ask.  It is acknowledged that tree felling of areas sometimes raises concerns from the public, partly because it is only fairly recently that active woodland management has become common practice again. Cllr Bainbridge and Cllr Richards have offered to put together a document explaining this background which might be suitable for the Eye. 
ACTION CB/JR
9. Items for next Parish Council meeting 10th January 2023
9.1 Precept and budget
9.2 Flagpole quotes

9.3 Future of ACRK

9.4 Advisory report from the Staffing Committee.

9.5 Elections

9.6  Annual Parish meeting planning .
The meeting closed at 17.50 pm
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