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Westwell Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council 
Held on Wednesday 1 October 2024 at 7pm, Westwell Parish Hall 

 
 

1. Open Forum 
One member of the public was in attendance. 

2. Present and apologies 
Present: Cllrs Bainbridge, Bartlett, Farrington, and Lister. Clerk – Sonia Young 
Apologies: Cllr Richards, Drury, Wyatt, and Hutchinson 

        3.    Declarations of Interest 
All those Cllrs living close to sites submitted under the call for sites for the 2042 Local Plan. No Cllrs 
have pecuniary interests to declare. 

4. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 4 September 2024 and matters arising 
Resolved: 
That the minutes of the meeting of Westwell Parish Council held on 4 September 2024 be 
approved and confirmed as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Bartlett. Seconded: Cllr Lister. All in agreement.  
Resolved: 
It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 

 
Decision Items 
5. 5.1 Planning Applications received for comment 

5.1.1 PA/2024/1541 – 59, Park House Farm, Oast at, Westwell Lane, TN25 4LF 
The repurposing and refurbishment of the former farm Oast building to become a family home 
is already approved and work is well underway to achieve this and create a new dwelling for 
Westwell parish. This application for change of use to provide a patio and garden area for the 
family home is both necessary and entirely appropriate and proportional and should be 
approved without delay.   
Resolved 
It was proposed to support the application.  
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Farrington. All in agreement.  
It was resolved to support the application.  
5.1.2 OTH/2024/1607 Wellwood Reservoir to Potters Corner Reservoir TB27 0DPO to TN25 
4NR 
Temporary removal of hedgerows to allow the installation of a new water main.  
WPC has no comment to make at this stage. WPC has been advised that South East Water will 
be communicating fuller details to all residents; landowners have received a 
recommencement/ information letter. Land drain works are scheduled to commence in 
November and advanced vegetation clearance for main works is scheduled to commence in 
February 2025, with main works starting in April 2025.  
Resolved 
It was proposed to make no comment. 
Proposed: Cllr Bainbridge. Seconded: Cllr Farrington. All in agreement. 

5.2 Other planning matters 
5.2.1 Update on works at Sandbar Business Park 
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Groundworks are continuing at the site. WPC is awaiting further information from Heidi 
Mangold at ABC Enforcement before establishing a liaison forum with the Construction 
Company to help manage the noise and other disturbance impacts on residents. 
It was agreed to send a brief email to Heidi Mangold to advise that WPC will meet from time to 
time with parishioners to discuss any new concerns about the ongoing works.  
5.2.2 ABC Call for sites for the Local Plan 2041 - update 
WPC comments were submitted to ABC and as advised in the parish council report in the 
October Eye are available by email to the parish Clerk. A document – giving answers to 
questions 6 to 10 of the Community Engagement questionnaire is published in Appendix 1. 
WPC will monitor through KALC and other contacts how the process evolves from here and 
Cllrs will be available to residents seeking to understand the process and timing of the Plan.  
Action: Cllr Bainbridge to contact Borough Cllr Larry Krause to find when the sites submitted 
for consideration in Westwell Parish will be reviewed by Ashford Borough Council. 
5.2.3 Enforcement at Elvey Cottage 
No update available.  

6.      6.1 Cemetery  
6.1.1 Update on the integrated scanning map 
Cllrs Drury and Wyatt, and the Clerk, are due to meet on 9 October to review and answer all 
final queries. 

                 6.2 Other cemetery matters 
6.2.1 Evening disturbances at the cemetery 
A car has been repeatedly driving into the cemetery a number of times during late evenings 
each week. The car idles for a short while and then turns, making deeper and deeper ruts in 
the grass. The purpose of the visits – which have been taking place over some months - is 
unclear. 
It was agreed that Cllrs will further investigate the matter and visit the car owner in the village 
to chat it through.  

       7.       7.1 Financial Report 
7.1.1 Approval of payments in accordance with the budget (circulated in advance of the 
meeting) 

WPC main account 

Expenditure to 
approve for October 
2024 

 Cheque No £ 

Salary payment Oct Clerk BACS 973.23 

Tree works inv 554  H Godden Tree Surgery BACS 540.00 

Mowing inv 4865 All Seasons Gardening 
Services 

BACS 632.94 

Clerk expenses Sept-
Oct 

Clerk  19.85 

Total   £2166.02 

 

Income    

Precept ABC BACS 14975.00 

Repayment of error 
payment 

Clerk BACS 62.94 

Total    £1503.94 

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 30th September 2024: £31, 356.05 less unpresented cheques as 
follows: 

    

Actual balance = £31, 356.05 as at 30th September 2024 
WPC deposit account 

Expenditure   £ 

Total    
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Income    

9 Sept Interest  BACS 40.47 

Total   £40.47 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £47,685.30 at 30th September 2024 Less un-presented cheques as 
follows: 

    

Actual balance: £47, 685.30 as at 30th September 2024 

General reserve 21,609.11 

Grant  2, 279 

HiP 7,859.42 

Deposit  15,937.77 

WPC No 2 Account  

Expenditure   Cheque No £ 

Total    £00.00 

 

Income    

Total    £00.00 

Bank Reconciliation Balance £3.44 at 30th September 2024. Actual balance = £3.44 at 30th 
September 2024 
Resolved 
WPC resolved to approve the accounts as noted and payments in accordance with the 
budget. 
Proposed: Cllr Farrington. Seconded: Cllr Bainbridge. All in agreement. 
WPC approved the accounts as noted and payments to be made in accordance with the 
budget.  

               7.2 Other finance matters 
7.2.1 Confirmation of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit 
The Clerk advised that the Confirmation of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been posted 
as required on the website and noticeboards by the 30 September deadline. A matter was 
noted by the external auditors Mazars in regard to the year on year change in the WPC asset 
values as the figures from last year could not be balanced against the current year. WPC chose 
not to restate last year’s and instead agreed to move forward to achieve a clean record next 
year. All changes to the WPC Asset Register are now recorded for clarity of reporting year on 
year change at the end of the Register. Next year, Mazars flagged that it will also require all 
parishes to have a.gov.uk website domain and that all Cllrs use a .gov.uk email address. 
Action: Clerk to talk to WPC’s website provider re the WPC website and report back findings to 
the next meeting. Clerk to also investigate the costs of providing a.gov.uk email address for 
each Cllr.  
 

Information items 
8.     8.1 Correspondence 

Two residents from Sandyhurst Lane reported a fallen tree blocking the green corridor behind 
their properties. The corridor is used by many walkers and is owned by Quadrant Estates. 
Action: Clerk to contact Quadrant Estate to ask that the is tree cut and removed and to request 
that the space be periodically inspected and maintained to prevent damage to those 
properties in Sandyhurst Lane that abut the green space. 

9.    9.1 Playground 
9.1.1 Adult Gym Equipment update 
Resolved 
It was proposed to ratify the decision taken by email to approve the quote provided by Caloo 
and confirm the purchase and installation of adult outdoor gym equipment on the recreation 
area.  
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Proposed: Cllr Farrington. Seconded: Cllr Lister. All in agreement.  
It was resolved to ratify the decision.  
Caloo have given a date of 25 November to start installation. Cllr Farrington volunteered to act 
as the WPC on site contact for Caloo during the installation period.  
The Clerk will aim to secure the post-installation inspection for the end of the planned week of 
inspection.  
9.1.2 Follow up on the annual ROPSA playground inspection report 
Cllr Farrington will mark the rotten picnic table that needs to be removed. Cllr Lister 
volunteered to dismantle and remove the table.  
Cllr Farrington advised that Cllr Hutchinson had replaced the missing bolt on the seesaw.  

10.      10.1 KALC  
Cllr Bartlett will provide a report for the next meeting. He said no-one from ABC or Kent Police 
managed to attend the most recent meeting. On behalf of Kent parishes, KALC has made a 
submission on the new National Policy Planning Framework to Government. 

11.       11.1 Highways 
11.1.1 Hedge maintenance  
WPC discussed a reported issue of overgrown hedges and agreed that discussion between 
residents and the landowners was the best way forward as the parish council has no remit to 
sort or resolve issues relating to hedges overgrowing the highway. Kent County Council 
highways team have sole responsibility. However, a Cllr will go and look at the hedges in 
question and report back to the next meeting.  
Cllr Bainbridge reminded Cllrs that the end of the warranty on the HiP works at Sandyhurst 
Lane was fast approaching but that as major roadworks were planned for the same area, it 
would be best to note any issues that need to be addressed under the warranty after the new 
roadworks finished. 

12.     12.1 Village Hall Management Committee 
Cllr Farrington said that new treasurer Peter Hewitt had set up internet banking for the Village 
Hall which was a positive step forward in managing the hall finances.  
No update on the installation of the long-awaited patio doors was available ; it is likely that a 
new contractor will need to be found.  
The Committee will apply to Kent County Council for a grant towards the installation of solar 
panels and battery. 
Action: Clerk to send the application link to the Village Halll Committee Chair Cllr Farrington to 
review and complete. Cllr Bartlett to help with the quotes and assessment of savings and 
payback vs the cost of installation.  

13.      13.1 Trees 
No update was available on the planned works to the trees on Gold Hill. 

14.      14.1 Westwell Eye update 
The Clerk has a meeting diarised with the Westwell Eye editor so that management of the 
advertisers and invoicing can be migrated across into the Clerk’s remit.  

15.       15.1 Co-option of a Cllr to WPC 
WPC will interview the applicants for the vacancy. It was agreed that a 30-minute one-to-one 
catch up with each applicant would be the best approach. 
Action: Cllr Bainbridge to circulate the selection criteria and proposed scoring to the WPC 
selection panel for approval in advance of the interviews.  
Action: Clerk to liaise with the applicants on the timings and dates for the interviews which will 
take place in the village hall.  
Cllrs Bainbridge, Drury and Farrington will sit on the selection panel. 

16          16.1 Westwell Fete revenues 
Cllr Drury circulated a breakdown of the final fete revenues to Cllrs in advance of the meeting. 
The document confirmed that the total raised was £3100. From the total, £1395 will be 
disbursed to the Village Hall and £1395 to St Mary’s Church. The final 10% - or £310 – will be 
donated to the Air Ambulance.  
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17          17.1 Additional items 
                 17.1.1 The Wheel  

Cllr Bainbridge noted the opening of The Wheel public house and thanked the owners, John 
and Mandy, for all their hard work and perseverance in getting the pub refurbished and back 
open for business. He said the re-opening had been long awaited and eagerly anticipated. Cllr 
Bainbridge will write an article to publicise the opening for the November issue of the Eye.  
17.1.2 Banking 
Clerk to speak to Lloyds Bank about setting up Cllr Bainbridge with on-line access.  

 
 

The meeting closed at 20.48hrs. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 November 2024.   
 
 

 
Chairman’s Signature………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


